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Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta'ala has brought Ramadan back to our lives 
again. Don't forget to prepare yourself, so that you can use your 
time well to gain nearness to Allah. - Bismillah. 
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WHO WE ARE 


The world we live in today is increasingly crowded and filled with tension. 
Starting from countries, and corporations, to individuals, all have a vote 
to promote peace or war collectively. Even though an open war is а 
situation that we avoid, the issue of the balance of power never fades 
from the mind. 


Armory Reborn dedicates itself to enlightening stakeholders on world 
defense issues and politics. Si vis pacem para bellum --- If you want 
peace then prepare for war. 


WHAT WE DO 


Armory Reborn magazine is primarily read by decision-makers in the field of national defense 
and geopolitics, both from the executive as well as legislative elements. 


Armory Reborn Magazine is a defense industry and economic partner that presents the 
development of military equipment technology, geopolitics, economies, et cetera. 


Armory Reborn magazine is also read by the general public and military enthusiasts via free 
subscription method and Google's e-book download. 


RUBRICATION 


> MAIN REPORT : Asthe name implies, itisthe main theme 
of each edition. It reviews certain trending issues thoroughly and 
attract the attention of various parties in the field of defense, 
geopolitics, or economies. 


р HOT ISSUE : Highlighting decision-making in the 
defense-related event that has significant implications for national 
defense or world geopolitics. 


» GEOSTRATEGY : Contains relationship dynamics between 
countries on an issue or a phenomenon, especially related to the 
increasing defense capabilities of a country. 


> FOREIGN POLICY BRIEF : Presenting expert reviews or 
practitioners on the practice of implementing foreign policy. 


» POINT OF VIEW : Showcasing an expert opinion or 
practitioner, especially those related to the main report theme. 


» REGULATION ISSUE : Discussing the technical side апа 
national defense legislation. 


> DOMINO'S EFFECT : This section discusses a direct impact 
on the state of defense and national security. 


» STRATEGIC STUDIES: It is a strategy review or tactics of a 
country or a government in adapting to the external factors or 
internal conditions it is facing. 


Armory Reborn Magazine is a digital magazine 
(e-magazine) with a free subscription system. 
For a monthly subscription, visit: 


www.armoryreborn.com 
or you can download it on: 


Google play books 


All parties with an interest in the defense, 
economics, politics, or general sector is 
welcome to advertise in Armory Reborn 
magazine at reasonable rates. 


Armory Reborn Magazine provides pages for 
advertising services, including display ads, 
advertorials, and sponsorships. For further 
information, kindly contact: 


ademuhammad@armoryreborn.com 
(f) Armorv Reborn 


www.armoryreborn.com 
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Friends, | hope you аге always іп good 
health, happv and full of enthusiasm for 
work. 


This April issue of Armorv Reborn's main report deals 
with the Chinese National Congress. Three thousand 
delegates from various regions in China attended 
e grand congress in Beijing, mid-March 2023. The 
o of this event was quite significant because 
S an economic, political and military giant, 
rious policies will influence the global level. 


The United States, Britain and 
the AUKUS pact are trying t 
increasing influence in the Asia-Pacif 
three AUKUS members announced a p 
procure nuclear-powered submarines for 
on March 13, 2023. This aroused a strong 
from China. 


For Indonesia, this situation raises deep conce 

because Australia did not consult with Indonesia anc 
other neighboring countries about the procurement 
of the submarines. Indonesia is also worried that 
this will trigger an arms race in the Asia-Pacific and 
violate the nuclear non-proliferation treaty (NPT). 


Regarding domestic energy policy, the develop 
of new and renewable energy in Indone 


recently. 


For fans of military technology, this edition feature 
the С-1502 Super Hercules military transport aircraft. 
The Indonesian Air Force recently took delivery of the 
new aircraft from its factory in the US. Prior to that, 
Indonesian pilots were familiar with older versions 
of the C-130 aircraft, namely the C-130B and C-150H 
Hercules. 


In this edition, there is a film review about the 
disappearance of Malaysia Airlines 
flight MH 270. Nine years have 
passed since the disappearance of 
the Boeing 777, but until now no 
trace has been found, triggering 
the emergence of conspiracy 2 
theories. 


Meanwhile, the book review in 
this edition discusses a book 
about PDI Perjuangan, the largest э. ж 
political partv on the Indonesian 
political stage todav. The birth 

of this nationalist partv was 

quite dramatic because 

it was accompanied bv 

fierce resistance against 

the authoritarian 

Soeharto regime. 


Besides that, there are 
still other interesting 
articles. We hope you 
enjoy these articles. 


Satrio А 
Editor-in- 
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THE SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF THE FIFTH SAR-LUPE SATELLITE ON 22 JULY COMPLETES GERMANY'S FIRST SATELLITE-BASED RECONNAISSANCE 
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rous Maneuvers 
өтеле World's Major 
‘Powers: \ vill World 
Happen? 


The war between Ukraine and 
Russia is still raging in Europe. 
NATO and the United States 
vo are still supporting Ukraine 

by implementing various 
7 X economic sanctions against 
1 Russia. Western allies will 
l send even better weapons to 
Ukraine. 


Russia is not standing still. Russia is 


T forging closer ties with China. China, 

which is the main competitor of 

` the United States and is fighting 

Illustration: Dangerous for influence in the Asia-Pacific, also 
Maneuvers of the World's welcomed Russia's approach. 


Major Powers and the 
Treath of World War III. 
Design: Ahbab Abe 


Iran, a force to ре reckoned with іп the 
Middle East and antagonized bv the US 
and Israel, is closing in on Russia and 
China. North Korea which has nuclear 
weapons as well and is subject to manv 
sanctions bv the US is also approaching 
Russia and China. 


To counter China's influence in the Asia- 
Pacific, the US, UK and Australia joined 
forces in the AUKUS pact. On 13 March 
2023, the three members of AUKUS 
announced a monumental agreement 
to provide several nuclear-powered 
submarines to Australia and the UK. China 
is furious over this move bv AUKUS. 


The latest development, Russia said it 
would place nuclear weapons in Belarus. 
This countrv is Russia's allv in Europe 
Which is also a neighbor of Ukraine. On 
March 23, 2023, Belarus confirmed it would 
receive Russian nuclear weapons, which 
were to be delivered bv President Vladimir 
Putin. Belarus claims the weapons are 
needed to counter NATO threats. 


Putin emphasized that Russia is readv to 
arm 10 Belarusian aircraft with nuclear 
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weapons that will be deploved. Russia 
will start training aircrews on April 3, 2023. 
Putin said that construction of a special 
facilitv to accommodate tactical nuclear 
weapons in Belarus is projected to be 
completed bv Julv 1, 2023. 


Several Western parties immediatelv 
spoke out. NATO even called Putin's 
rhetoric dangerous. Ukraine immediatelv 
asked the UN Securitv Councilto holdan 
emergency meeting to discuss Putin's 
plans. 


So far, no steps have been taken by either 
side to reduce tensions. The current 
constellation of the world's major powers 
raises concerns and questions: Will all 
these steps and maneuvers lead to war? 
Is World War III going to happen? 


Lessons from the First World War 


It's not easy to answer this question. But 
we can draw comparisons and lessons 
from things that happened before the 
outbreak of the First World War. The 
situation and context are not the same, 
but there may be similar conditions. 


Pic. above: 40th Division, 
Camp Kearny, San Diego, 
California. Various types of 
gas mask. 

Courtesy: unwritten-record. 
blogs.archives.gov 


Pic. below: French poilus 
(soldiers) posing in a 
trench, 16 June 1917. 
Courtesy: wikimedia.org 


IEEE 


Ріс.: Trenches where 
American soldiers started 
to dig in on the first night. 

Courtesv: unwritten-record. 
blogs.archives.gov 


Pic. below: Members of 
the 107th Infantry, 27th 
Division, on guard. 
Courtesy: unwritten-record. 
blogs.archives.gov 
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The First World War began on July 28, 
1914, with the declaration of war by 
Austria-Hungary on Serbia, following 
the assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary by a Serbian 
nationalist. The assassination had taken 
place on June 28, 1914, in Sarajevo, Bosnia, 
which was then part of Austria-Hungary. 


Austria-Hungary, with the backing of 
Germany, demanded that Serbia accept 
full responsibility for the assassination 
and comply with a list of demands, which 
included allowing Austro-Hungarian 
officials to participate in the investigation 
ofthe assassination and to suppress anti- 
Austrian propaganda in Serbia. Serbia 
rejected the demands, leading Austria- 
Hungary to declare war on Serbia on 
July 28. 


The conflict quickly escalated, as a svstem 
of alliances between European powers 


drew thern into the conflict. Germany, 
supporting Austria-Hungary, declared 
war on Russia on August 1, 1914, and on 
France on August 5, 1914. Great Britain, 
allied with France and Russia, declared 
war on Germany on August 4,1914, after 
Gerrnany invaded neutral Belgium. 


The complex web of alliances, territorial 
disputes, and militarism in Europe at the 
time, as well as the political and economic 
tensions that had been building for years, 
all contributed to the outbreak of the First 
World War. The war would ultimately 
last for four years, involve multiple global 
powers, and result in millions of deaths 
and massive social and political upheaval. 


The First World War was caused by a 
combination of long-term and short- 
terrn factors, including political tensions, 
economic rivalries, and alliances among 
major powers in Europe. The main causes 
ofthe war are generally considered to be: 


Imperialism and nationalism: The 
competition between European powers 
for control of overseas territories and 
resources had created a great deal of 
tension and mistrust among them. 
Nationalistic movements in various 
European countries contributed to a 
sense of pride and loyalty among citizens, 
but also fueled a desire to expand their 
country's power and influence. 
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Arms Race Among European Powers 


Militarism and alliances: The build-up 
of militarv forces and arms race among 
European powers increased the likelihood 
of conflict. The system of alliances between 
European powers created a domino effect, 
where a conflict between two countries 
would quickly escalate to involve others. 


The assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary: The 
assassination of the heir to the Austro- 
Hungarian throne by a Serbian nationalist 
was the immediate trigger that led to the 
outbreak of war. These factors combined 
to create a tense and volatile situation in 
Europe, leading to the outbreak of the 
First World War in 1914. 


In today's global context, total war that 
led to World War III did not automatically 
occur immediately due to various factors. 
Globalization has made all world systems 
interrelated, so the implications of war will 
be far-reaching. There are many interests 
that must be considered. 


In addition, during World War |, war 
technology was still simple. No country 
has nuclear weapons. But in the present 
context, the main players are the nuclear 
powers: US, Russia, China, UK, France. 
As a result, all parties tend to be careful, 
to prevent a conventional war from 
developing out of control into a nuclear 
War. 


In the present context, the potential 
trigger for total war is the Russia vs Ukraine 
war in mainland Europe. The war is now 
protracted. 


Neither Russia’s President Vladimir 
Putin nor Ukraine's President Volodymyr 
Zelensky can agree to the other side's 
demands: Putin cannot end the war 
without territorial gain, and Zelensky 
cannot surrender any Ukrainian territory. 


As the war continues, Russia will strive 
to exhaust the Ukrainian people with 
continued missile strikes on power 
generation and water infrastructure. 
Russia will also strive to exhaust Western 
allies by promoting global food and energy 
insecurity in the hopes of triggering 
economic hardship and political unrest 
that will weaken international support 
for Ukraine. 


Moscow’s leaders hope that the world will 
pressure Ukraine to cut a deal, or at least 
agree to a cease-fire that would enable to 
Russia to rearm and regroup. 


A Test for America and NATO 


It's been a year and still, Russia launched 
its assault against Ukraine. Putin’s invasion 
was a test of Ukraine’s commitment to 
freedom, and a test for America and NATO. 
Putin sought to subjugate Ukraine, but the 
people of Ukraine stood strong—bravelv 
defending their sovereignty. 


Pic. above: Naval crew of 
400 men and officers of 
U.S.S. "Tenadores" Army 
Transport. 

Courtesy: unwritten-record. 
blogs.archives.gov 


Pic. below: Two wounded 
soldiers enjoying 
refreshments from Red 
Cross outpost station. 
Courtesy: unwritten-record. 
blogs.archives.gov 
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Pic.: 


A correspondent stands in 
the rubble in Hiroshima on 
Sept. 8, 1945, a month after 


the first atomic bomb 


ever used in warfare was 
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dropped by the U.S. 
Courtesy: nbcnews.com 
Stanley Troutman / AP 


Over the last year, the United States has 
provided critical support to the people of 
Ukraine, working in close coordination 
with the government of Ukraine to get 


them what they need. President Biden has 
spoken regularly with President Zelenskyy, 
hosting him at the White House and 
visiting Kyiv to send powerful messages 
ofthe United States' unwavering support. 


The U.S. have provided. security 
assistance—from the Javelins that halted 
the Russian tanks assaulting Kyiv, to the 
air defense systems that have intercepted 
Russian strikes against Ukraine's critical 
infrastructure, to the armored vehicles 
that Ukraine needs for the next phase of 
this conflict. 


The U.S. also stepped up to provide 
financial and humanitarian assistance— 
helping Ukrainians maintain access to 
fundamental services, like healthcare 
and heat. 


The United States has not acted alone. The 
U.S. rallied the international community 
to stand against Russia's war, including at 
the United Nations, where the world has 
repeatedly and overwhelmingly voted to 
condemn Russia's aggression. 


The U.S. have led unprecedented efforts 
to isolate and impose costs on Russia— 
including the largest coordinated 
sanctions and export control actions taken 
against a major economy. In response to 
the global economic disruptions caused 
by the Kremlin, the U.S. has launched 
initiatives that have stabilized energy 
markets and food supplies. 


Dangerous Policy 


One year ago, Putin thought he could 
quickly topple Ukraine. He was wrong. 
Ukraine still stands. President Biden's visit 
to Kyiv sent a clear and powerful message: 
The U.S. remain committed to standing 
with Ukraine for as long as it takes. 


However, insisting that the United States 
and its NATO allies should want precisely 
what Ukraine does is dangerous policy. 
Such insistence risks potentially dragging 
the U.S. and NATO into a nuclear war 
and risks giving Ukraine false hope and 
delaying a settlement. The West natural 
sympathy for Ukraine shouldn't be 
confused with fully aligned interests. 


Russia's invasion has prompted a 
widespread outpouring of support and 
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solidarity throughout the West. NATO 
members have helped frustrate Russia 
and have enabled Ukraine to mount an 
effective resistance with arms transfers, 
intelligence sharing, and economic 
sanctions. 


The job for US and NATO in supporting 
Ukrainians is to set the military objectives 
at the bargaining table, and even President 
Joe Biden argues Ukraine is not just a 
humanitarian causes for the US but also 
a frontline state a global war between 
freedom and autocracy. 


With its independence on the line, 
Ukraine wants all the NATO help it can 
get — escalation serves its interests. NATO 
countries, on the other hand, sensibly 
wary of Russia and its nuclear arsenal, 
rightly resist. 


White House's Rhetoric 


So, a gap has opened in Western capitals 
between deeds that suggest an outer limit 
of involvement and words that suggest a 
harmony of interests. In large part, this is 
just politics. Leaders of democracies tend 
to oversell the stakes to promote policies 
that entail significant risk. But such a gap 
is dangerous. 


For one, it attracts dornestic calls for 


escalation, including demands for 
maximal war aims, from the restoration 
of Crimea to direct rnilitary intervention. 


Secondly, the White House's rhetoric also 
undermines its own refusal to comply with 
Ukraine's demands for high-risk assistance 
in the form of no-fly zones, the complete 
economic shutdown of Russia, or actual 
troop deployments, undercutting its own 
restraint. 


On the flip side, Support among 
Americans for providing military aid to 
Ukraine has fallen to 58 percent, according 
to a new Reuters/Ipsos survey of more 
than 4,000 Americans, conducted from 
Feb. 6to Feb 15, a drop from the 7:596 who 


Pic. above: Two people 
walk trough Hiroshima, 
Japan, a month after 

the first atomic bomb in 
history was dropped on 
the city. 

Courtesy: columbiatribune.com 


Pic. below: A patient 
suffering severe radiation 
burns lies in the Hiroshima 
Red Cross hospital in 
August 1945. Many of those 
who survived the initial 
blast died. 

Courtesy: cnn.com 

Hajime Miyatake/Asahi 
Shimbun/Getty Images 
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Pic. above: A voung 
survivor cries as he 
receives treatment ata 
temporary hospital in 
Nagasaki. 

Courtesy: cnn.com 

Yasuo Tomishige/ 


Asahi Shimbun/Getty Images 


Pic. below: Bomb survivors 


14 


lie in bed in Hiroshima. 
Courtesy: cnn.com 
Universal History Archive/ 
Getty Images 


Sue or^ D 


said they backed the transfer of weapons 
in an April 2022 poll. 


Since Russia's full-scale invasion in 
2022, NATO and Allies have provided 
unprecedented levels of support. NATO 
also condemns Russia's illegal attempt to 
annex four regions of Ukraine — Donetsk, 
Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia - in 
September 2022, which is the largest 
attempted annexation of European 
territory by force since the Second World 
War. 


The sham referenda in these regions were 
engineered in Moscow and imposed 
on Ukraine. They have no legitimacy, 
and NATO will not recognize thern. The 
overwhelming vote in the United Nations 
General Assembly condemning Russia's 
attempted annexations sent a clear and 
strong message that Russia is isolated 
and that the world stands with Ukraine, 
in defense of the rules-based international 
order. 


Territorial Integrity 


NATO will always rnaintain its full support 
for the territorial integrity and sovereignty 
of Ukraine within its internationally 
recognized borders. 


Meanwhile, President Joe Biden has 
been adamant that the United States 
will support Ukraine to struggle to fend off 
invasion by Russia, but added that it will 
not fight another world war for Ukraine. 
He said, "We will not fight the Third World 
War for Ukraine." 


The United States, for its part, faces 
increasingly complex decisions abroad 
and at home in its efforts to support 
Ukraine's fight for freedorn. It must keep 
a diverse coalition of allied nations united 
over maintaining sanctions against Russia, 
providing assistance to Ukraine, and 
responding to the global consequences 
to the war in Ukraine. At home, political 
support for aiding Ukraine may weaken 
with the new Congress. 


For other countries that were not involved 
in the war in Ukraine and the Russia vs. 
United States (NATO) conflict, thev are 
still affected bv the conflict, especiallv 
economicallv. The епегау crisis and food 
crisis are the impact of that conflict. 


The potential economic impact of tensions 
between the U.S., China, and Russia could 
be significant, as these countries are major 
economic powers with interconnected 
global markets. 


If tensions were to escalate, there could 
be a variety of economic consequences. 
One potential outcome is increased 
protectionism, such as tariffs or other trade 
barriers, which could lead to a decline in 
international trade and slower economic 
growth. This could also lead to higher 
prices for consumers and businesses, 
as well as reduced access to goods and 
services. 


ASEAN Finance Ministers' Meeting 


Another potential impact is reduced 
foreign investment, as investors may be 
hesitant to invest in countries that are 
experiencing geopolitical tensions. This 
could lead to a decline in capital flows 
and slower economic growth, as well as 
reduced job opportunities and incorne. 
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Additionally, it could also disrupting supply 
chains and causing disruptions to financial 
markets. 


To handle this situation, an official meeting 
of all ASEAN Finance Ministers and Central 
Bank Governors kicked off on Tuesday 
(March 28, 2025) in Indonesia. Top of 
the agenda are discussions to reduce 
dependence on the US Dollar, Euro, 
Yen, and British Pound frorn financial 
transactions and move to settlements in 
local currencies. 


The meeting discussed efforts to reduce 
dependence on major currencies 
through the Local Currency Transaction 
(LCT) scherne. This is an extension of the 
previous Local Currency Settlement (LCS) 
scheme that has already begun to be 
implemented between ASEAN members. 


This means that an ASEAN cross- 
border digital payment svstem would 
be expanded further and allow ASEAN 
states to use local currencies for trade. 
An agreement on such cooperation was 
reached between Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, the Philippines, and Thailand 
in November 2022. 


This follows from Indonesia's banking 
regulator, stating on March 27 that the 
Bank of Indonesia is preparing to phase 


Pic. left: A mother and 


child, dressed in traditional 
clothing, sit on the ground 
after the atomic bombing 
of Hiroshima, Japan, Dec. 


1945. 

Courtesy: wsj.com 

Alfred Eisenstaedt / The Life 
Picture / Getty Images 


Pic. right: The victims of 


the 1945 Nagasaki atomic 


bombing in an effort to 


convey the importance of 


peace. 
Courtesy: japantimes.com 
Vatican city / Via Kyodo 
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Pic. above: Photos of world 
leaders. 
Design: Ahbab Abe 


Pic. below: A woman and a 
child walk in Nagasaki on 
the day of the bombing. 
Design: cnn.com 
STR/Associated Press 


out Visa and Mastercard while introducing 
its own domestic payment system. 
Indonesian President Joko Widodo has 
urged regional adrninistrations to start 
using credit cards issued by local banks 
and gradually stop using foreign payment 
svstems. 


He argued that Indonesia needed to shield 
itself from geopolitical disruptions, citing 
the sanctions targeting Russia's financial 
sector from the US, EU, and their allies over 
the conflict in Ukraine. "Moving away from 
Western pavment systerns is necessary 
to protect transactions from "possible 
geopolitical repercussions,” Widodo said. 


Dodit Probovakti, a board member of 
the Indonesian Credit Cards Association 
(AKKI), has reported in Russian media that 
Indonesia would apply the experience 
of Russia and its MIR payment system 
in promoting its own domestic financial 
network. Of the ASEAN nations, just 
Singapore has enforced sanctions on 
Russia, while all other ASEAN nations 
continue to trade with the country. 


There has been alarm at being caught up 
in US-led secondary sanctions, as are short 
to impact Central and South Asia countries 
involved in cotton manufacturing, a major 


industry in the region employing millions 
of people. 


A decision by ASEAN to disengage from 
the West's currencies and especially 
the US dollar and Japanese Yen will put 
pressure on Tokyo especially as where its 
future trade alignments are — with the 
United States, or with Asia. 


Foreign investors in Asia may wish to 
consider the amount of US dollars, Euros 
and Yen held in their accounts in light of a 
pending ASEAN currency trade decision. 


The maneuvers of the world's major 
powers will continue. The difference in 
interests between thern is still too far to 
be bridged. So there is no other choice, 
Indonesia must struggle to survive in the 
midst of a world constellation like this.*** 


Yonarisman Muhammad Akbar 
& Satrio Arismunandar 
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SPACE FORCE. FOLLOWING A SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH FROM CAPE CANAVERAL SPACE FORCE 

SPACE FORCE IS NOW COMMUNICATING WITH THE SIXTH SPACE BASED INFRARED SYSTEM 

EARTH ORBIT (SBIRS GEO) -6 SATELLITE, BUILT BY LOCKHEED MARTIN (NYSE: LMT). 

SERIES, GED-6 JOINS TEUS SPACEFORCE S CONSTELLATION OF MISSILE WARNING SATELLITES EQUIPPED WITH POWERFUL SCANNING AND 
.  STARING INFRARED SURVEILLANCE SENSORS. 


THE SBIRS — THE US. SPACE FORCES (€ AS PLANNED. SIGNAL ACQUISITION WAS CONFIRMED 3 HOURS AND 43 MINUTES AFTER THE SATELLITE'S 
6:29 AM. EDT UNCH ALLIANCE (ULA) ATLAS V THE SATELLITE IS NOW ORBITING UNDER ITS OWN PROPULSION FOLLOWING SEPARATION FROM THE 
ROCKET. THE ONBOARD SENSORS COLLECT DATA THAT ALLOW THE U.S. MILITARY TO DETECT MISSILE LAUNCHES, SUPPORT BALLISTIC MISSILE DEFENSE, EXPAND TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE 
GATHERING AND BOLSTERING SITUATIONAL AWARENESS ON THE BATTLEFIELD. 


SOURCES: VARIUS. SOURCES | 
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This March, China held its nation-changing National Congress dubbed /ianghui 
(two sessions). It is China's annual parliamentary meetings, where the two 
central political bodies of China, the National People's Congress (NPC) and the 
National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference 
(CPPCC), reveal plans for China's policies involving the economy, military, trade, 
diplomacy, the environment, et cetera. 


What is significant on this year's lianghui is the first after China dropped its three- 
year-old and infamous Zero-COVID policy. As a result, we see a substantial reshuffle 
of Chinese top government jobs. Moreover, President Xi Jinping, who just secured 
a ground-breaking third term as the party's leader after revising the limitation in 
2018, is set to secure a third presidential term at the two sessions. 


Illustration: Three thousand delegates from various regions and tribes gathered at the Great 


pie еттен Hall of the People in Beijing for the Fourteenth National People's Congress opening 


Design: Ahbab Abe session and, separately, the Chinese People's Political Consultative 


Though the National People's Congress 
is, according to China's constitution, 
the highest legislative organ in the 
land, it was the Chinese Communist 
Party's views that determined policy. Xi 
Jinping heads the CCP, and since 1995 
the presidency of China has been held 
by the CCP general secretary. 


Skeptical foreign spectators depict the 
National People's Congress as a rubber- 
stamp parliament. Still, official sources 
insist that the body represents the will 
of the Chinese people, who are the 
ultimate decision-makers. Moreover, the 
Chinese government and its affiliated 
press stated to bolster the democratic 
credentials of the National People's 
Congress, such as ethnic minorities 
presentation in the congress relative 
to the overall population and each of 
the country's fifty-five nationalities 
is represented. However, women's 
representation in NPC only accounts 
for 25 percent of congress delegates, and 
farmers and front-line workers represent 
even less (16 percent of delegates). 


Xi's New Key Team 


There was a drastic change in the 
leadership of the State Council, 
and China watchers worldwide 
understandably will be interested 
in exploring the political and policy 
implications of this leadership team. 
АП of the top leaders are new. Most 
of their predecessors had reached 
mandatory retirement age. Li Kegiang, 
China's former prernier, was not eligible 
for retirement but was replaced by 
Xi because Li was associated with a 
rival political faction. Given his Youth 
League experience, Li has generally 
been considered a political ally of former 
leader Hu Jintao and a member of the 
tuanpai faction. 


Xi Jinping is from the ‘princeling’ (or 
‘red nobility’) faction, and Li Kegiang 
is from the older 'tuanpar faction. 
The ‘princelings’ are part of China’s 
modern sectors of economic growth 
and actors in Chinese capitalism. They 
steer China towards a high level of state- 
assisted economic growth. Most of the 
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Pic.: President Xi Jinping 
waves to deputies to the 
14th National People’s 
Congress (NPC) as the 


closing meeting of the Ist 


session of the 14th NPC i 
held at the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing on 
March 2023. 

Courtesy: Xinhua 
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(Paramount Leaders). 
Courtesv: China Dailv 


China's "Paramount Leaders" 


Five generations of communist leadership and their theories 


Paramount 
Leader Tenure Theory Tenets 
Mao Zedong 1949 - 1976 Мао Zedong Thought • Agrarian socialism 
* Maoism * Peasantry as 'revoluti 
27 ry as "revolutionary 
2 vanguard' 
* Military struggle 
Deng Xiaoping 1978 - 1989 Deng Xiaoping Theory * Opening up China 
S m Dengism * Economic modernization 
^ t 
* * Partyunity 
Jiang Zemin 1989 - 2002 Three Represents * Transform CCP from 
; * аз | revolutionary to ruling party 
S E * Representation of working 
М class, productivitv 
Hu Jintao 2002-2012 Scientific Outlook on * Increased democracy 
€ [10 | Development * Social welfare 
+ 
* * Correcting unbalanced growth 
Xi Jinping 2012 - Xi Jinping Thought * Shoring up CCP power 
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princelings reflect the development of a 
new tendency within the CCP, the 'new 
left, which stresses the return to the теа 
cult'- a return to Maoist-style socialism 
with changes to suit contemporary 
China. 


On the other hand, ideologically, the 
'tuanpai focus on the lesser privileged, 
is more populist, and has served in 
China's hinterland. Their main concerns 
are the farmers, migrant laborers, and 
the urban poor. There have been two 
of these "Youth League factions" in 
recent memory, without direct political 
lineage between each other. The first, 
in the 1980s, comprised cadres of Youth 
League backgrounds who supported 
CCP general secretary Hu Yaobang. 
The second, from the 2000s, comprised 
CCP general secretary Hu Jintao and his 
group of populist associates and other 
political allies. 


* Strengthening security 
* Control PLA military 
*  Reunification with Taiwan 


There are also the 'Shanghai Gang' 
and the 'Tsinghua Clique. The former 
is associated with former President 
Jiang Zemin, and the latter consists of 
graduates from Tsinghua University 
within the CCP. The 'Shanghai Gang' 
has no particular ideological moorings 
and is a term used to describe the 
people associated with Jiang Zemin's 
administration in Shanghai. 


The 'Tsinghua' group is purported 
to have pro-reformist ideas and pro- 
democratic ideals. However, on close 
observation, we can identify the 
nuances of these ‘factions’ and that 
they have many ideologically common 
characteristics, such as Chinese 
socialism. Moreover, many individuals 
may also be in more than one faction. 
For example, Xi Jinping is from Tsinghua 
University and is also a ‘princeling.’ 
However, sornetimes party policies can 
be archaic, and opinions within party 
circles can divide. Xi realized this and 


minimized anv potential friction within 
Chinese elite's rule, if not blocked. 


The new premier Li Qiang, formerly the 
partv boss in Shanghai, had proved his 
loyalty to Xi by rigidly imposing anti- 
COVID measures that infuriated many 
residents. Before being named to the 
Shanghai post, Li served in several other 
affluent areas but had no experience in 
Beijing. Instead, he served together with 
Xi Jinping in Zhejiang. Li is generally 
regarded as pro-business despite his 
closeness to Xi and has voiced support 
for economic reforms. 


Having joined the CCP in 1983, Li Qiang 
becarne secretary of the Communist 
Youth League of Rui'an, Zhejiang. Later 
he served in the provincial department 
of civil affairs, then became the party 
secretary of Yong Kang, Wenzhou, 
the Political Legal Affairs Secretary of 
Zhejiang, and later the deputy party 
secretary of the province. He became the 
governor of Zhejiang in 2012, later the 
party secretary of Jiangsu province, and 
finally the party secretary of Shanghai in 
2017. In the same year, he was elevated to 
become a member of the CCP Politburo. 
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In the new Chinese rule, Li will be 
assisted by Vice-Premier He Lifeng, 
also a close friend of Xi since childhood. 
He is an economist who previously 
served in Fujian and Tianjin. He has 
also supervised the drafting of five-year 
plans and investment projects but lacks 
overseas exposure. Ding Xuexiang, the 
executive vice-premier, is expected to 
have primary responsibility for domestic 
economic policy. Ding's previous career 
was as a technocrat; unusually, he has 
never headed a province іп recent years. 


Zhao Leji will take over as head of the 
National People’s Congress with the 
experience of having formerly chaired 
the party’s powerful Central Discipline 
Inspection Commission. Among the 
commission's duties are administering 
Xis signature campaign against 
corruption and, incidentally, targeting 
disloyalty to Xi himself. 


Another Xi loyalist is Wang Huning 
as head of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference, a 
largely ceremonial body that has been 
compared to Great Britain’s House 
of Lords. Wang’s reputation is widely 


” 


Pic.: According to Мао 
Ning, spokesperson of the 
Chinese Foreign Ministrv, 
Chinese new Premier 

Li Qiang will attend the 
opening ceremonv of the 
annual Boao Forum for 
Asia Annual Conference 
2023 and deliver a kevnote 
speech at the forum's 
invitation in Hainan on 
30 March. Singapore's 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong, Malavsia's Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim, Spain's Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez, 
Prime Minister of Cote 
d'Ivoire Patrick Achi, and 
Managing Director ofthe 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Kristalina 
Georgieva will attend the 
annual conference at the 
forum's invitation. 
Courtesy: Xinhua 
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Ріс.: A combination picture 
shows Chinese leaders Xi 
Jinping, Li Qiang (top left), 
Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, 
Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang, 
and Li Xi meeting the 
media following the 20th 
National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China 
at the Great Hall of the 
People in Beijing, China 23 
October 2022. 

Courtesy: 

REUTERS/Tingshu Wang 
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known as the party's leading ideologist. 
He supervised government narratives 
and speechwriting. Wang has also been 
credited with shaping Xi's "China Dream 
for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation." 


Foreign Policy Disruptions 


China is facing headwinds 
internationally. First, we have the 
issue of the Chinese's influence over 
its wealth extent. A Chinese People's 
Political Consultative Conference 
spokesperson rebutted claims that the 
Belt and Road Initiative was a debt trap 
as "merely smears," pointing to the 
completion and operation of several 
infrastructure projects such as the 
China-Laos railway and the port of 
Piraeus in Greece. However, he did not 
mention the failures elsewhere, as there 
is considerable dissatisfaction in Greece 
over the administration of the Port of 
Piraeus, for instance. 


Some countries are also seeking to 
renegotiate their Belt and Road Initiative 
agreements. For example, on January 


2019, The Maldives asked Beijing to 
reduce the debt it accrued during a 
recent Chinese investment boom, 
according to its new finance minister, 
who claims that large-scale graft inflated 
the value of contracts under the previous 
government. 


"This was willful corruption," Ibrahim 
Ameer told the journalist of Financial 
Times. “[The former government] 
knew what they were doing, getting 
kickbacks from contractors... That's why 
the contract prices were too high.” Mr. 
Ameer is part of a new administration 
that took charge in November 2018 after 
the electoral defeat of Abdulla vameen, 
who had overseen a massive surge in 
Chinese-funded projects during his five 
years as president. Beijing had promoted 
the investments in the Maldives as 
a success story in its Belt and Road 
Initiative, a large-scale program to fund 
and develop infrastructure across Asia 
and beyond. 


While the alleged corruption was not 
limited to the China-backed projects, Mr. 


Ameer said these accounted for the bulk 
of the sums in question. In addition, he 
noted that Malé planned to ask Beijing 
to reduce the outstanding debt in light 
of the allegedly inflated contracts and 
adjust the interest rates and repayment 
schedules. 


The new stance in Malé has added 
to Chinese concerns about the 
momentum of the BRI. Malaysia also 
canceled three Beijing-backed pipelines 
and renegotiated a $20bn rail link. In 
Pakistan, the Imran Khan administration 
has looked to renegotiate agreements 
made under the BRI by the previous 
administration. In the same January 
2019, Myanmar also said it had no plans 
to resume work on a Chinese-backed 
hydropower darn. 


Supporters praise the BRI for its potential 
to boost the global GDP, particularly in 
developing countries. However, there 
has also been criticism over human 
rights violations, environmental impact, 
and concerns of debt-trap diplomacy 
resulting in neocolonialism апа 
economic imperialism. These differing 
perspectives are the subject of active 
debate. 
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On the brighter side, from the first 
session of lianghui, in the Draft National 
Economic and Social Development 
Plan for 2023, China stressed the BRI's 
significance as it is heading for the 1Oth 
anniversary of the joint construction. 
Accordingly, China's BRI will "focus on 
key regions, key countries, key fields, and 
key projects, and consolidate and expand 
practical cooperation with the joint 
construction of the country." Moreover, 
some troubled African countries, even 
the neglected ones such as Sri Lanka, are 
enjoying Chinese loans-a feature once 
heavily monopolized by the democratic 
pressure of the US and allies. 


According to the same report, 
China is keen to be a proactive 
global power. It mentions "Fully and 
deeply participate in the reform 
of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), continue to promote the 
high-quality implementation of the 
"Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement" (RCEP), and 
actively promote the accession to the 
"Comprehensive and Progressive Trans- 
Pacific Partnership Agreement" (CPTPP) 
and the "Digital Economic Partnership" 
Agreement" (DEPA), negotiate and sign 


Pic.: An electric multiple 
unit (EMU) train of the 
China-Laos Railway 
crosses a major bridge 


over the Yuanjiang River 


in southwestern China 


Yunnan Province, Friday, 


Dec. 3, 2021. 

Courtesy: 

dailysabah.com 

Xinhua News Agency via AP 
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Pic.: Activists stage anti- 
ina protests on national 
dav in Taipei. 

Courtesv: independent.co.uk 
Gettv Images 


high-standard free trade agreements 
with more countries and regions. 
Deeplv promote global development 
initiatives and strengthen cooperation 
with multilateral mechanisms such 
as the United Nations, the Group of 
Twentv (G20), the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC), the BRICS countries, 
the ASEAN and China, Japan, and South 
Korea (10+3) leaders’ meetings, and the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization." 


Another touchy issue is that Taiwan 
seems less and less likely to agree 
to annexation by China voluntarily, 
and more (western) countries seem 
willing to anger Beijing by engaging 
bilaterally with Taiwan. For example, 
when Lithuania opened a Taiwan trade 
office in Vilnius, China threatened to 
refuse to import Lithuanian products 
and pressured German companies 
whose products were partially produced 
in Lithuania. Afterward, the European 
Commission stated that the European 
Union was "ready to stand up against all 
types of political pressure and coercive 
measures applied against any member 
state." 


Xi's speech in the closing session of 
the congress also focused on securitv 


as he pledged to build the militarv into 
a 'great wall of steel' to defend the 
countrv's interests. The implications are 
for the United States, Japan, and several 
Southeast Asian states with territorial 
disputes with China. Internallv, Xi has 
given repeated strident statements on 
the need to defend China's claims in 
the wider Pacific region. Internationally, 
China is known for having rejected 
attempts to block China's claim, such 
as the Den Haag court decisions on 
winning the Philippines' claim. 


In Xi Jinping's Thought on Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics doctrine, 
Taiwan was mentioned as the twelfth 
basic policy "Promoting the one country, 
two systems system for Hong Kong 
and Macau with a future of "complete 
national reunification" and to follow the 
One-China principle and 1992 Consensus 
for Taiwan." 


The United States is the de facto 
guarantor of Taiwan's right to choose its 
future status. While Japan administers 
the areas in the East China Sea that 
China claims. They are painfully aware 
that a Chinese reunification with Taiwan 
would bring China's territorial waters 
perilously close to Japan. Such potential 
conflicts can be observed elsewhere, 
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where China still has problems with its 
land-border neighbor India. 


The Multipolar World 


Recently, Xi Jinping made a crucial 
decision that stole global attention. 
He made Moscow the first foreign 
visit of his third term as president. It 
underscored his strong commitment to 
Russia and Putin personally. Moreover, 
China showed determination to pursue 
its national interests in defiance of 
mounting US economic and diplomatic 
pressure—making the point that China 
will not abandon its strategic partner in 
pushing back against US pretensions to 
global leadership. That was an important 
message for his increasingly nationalistic 
domestic audience and the Global 
South, where the US-led liberal order 
is stressed. 


China is the dominant partner. Xi has 
the significant geopolitics backing of 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, as 
their meeting left a clear impression 
that Russia needs China more than the 
other way around. Unlike the US, China's 
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"domestic non-interference policy" is 
the best explanation for its subsequent 
refusal to condemn Putin's invasion 
of Ukraine. Xi's administration even 
proposed a plan to stop the Ukraine 
crisis. Witfully did without accusing 
Russia's aggression, China stands firm, 
"standing on the right side of history,” 
and urged the western countries to stop 
fueling the war by stopping sending 
more weapons to Ukraine. 


Having been bombarded by various 
economic sanctions as the global 
political pariah by the democratic 
Westerners, Putin agreed with Xi and 
said, "We are ready to negotiate (to 
stop the war), but it is up to them." 
Their concern is justifiable as Ukraine 
and its allies are not actively pushing 
open forrnal dialogues for peace at the 
moment. 


China and Russia are neither rnilitary 
allies nor will be anytime soon, but 
its close partnership is likely fruitful 
and is challenging the US-built order. 
Moreover, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said at a meeting with Chinese 


Ріс.: Xi Jinping visited 
Putin in Moscow on 20 
March 2023 amid the 
International Criminal 
Court (ICC) warranted 
arrest issue for Putin on 


suspicion of war crimes. 


Courtesy: SPUTNIK/AFP 
via Getty Images/SERGEI 
KARPUKHIN 
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Pic.: Iran's top security 
official, Ali Shamkhani 
(right), China's top 
diplomat, Wang vi 
(center), and Saudi 
National Securitv 

Advisor Musaid al Aiban 
posed for a photo after 
Iran and Saudi Arabia 
agreed to resume 
bilateral diplomatic ties 
after several days of 
deliberations between 
top security officials of the 
two countries in Beijing on 
March 10. 

Courtesy: LUO XIAOGUANG/ 
XINHUA via GETTY IMAGES 
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leader Xi Jinping on 20 March the 
relations between Moscow and Beijing 
contribute to strengthening the 
multipolar world. 


It didn't stop at that. Putin endorsed 
the Chinese yuan as the currency of 
choice on the second day of President 
Xi Jinping's visit to Moscow, despite 
Russia being the primary provider of 
abundant and cheap fossil energy. China 
is Moscow's top economic partner and 
also to the rich middle-eastern countries 
that were previously exclusively closer 
to the US, such as Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE. 


On their first meeting after a year 
of the Ukraine crisis, Xi and Putin 
signed 14 economic agreements 
on 21 March, covering evervthing 
from scientific cooperation to joint 
production of television programs. 
Thev look to counterbalance the US 
dollar's worldwide dominance. In a joint 
statement announcing the agreements, 
China and Russia said their alliance was 
not "confrontational in nature and... not 
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directed against third countries." The 
leaders also called for an "acceleration of 
the process of establishing a multipolar 
world order." 


Putin specifically mentioned the 
Chinese currency in the context of 
Russian investments in the developing 
world. "We are in favor of using the 
Chinese yuan for settlements between 
Russia and the countries of Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America," Putin said. "I am 
confident that these forms of settlement 
in yuan will develop between Russian 
partners and their counterparts in third 
countries." 


Xi's attempts to enshrine the yuan as 
a worldwide currency are part of the 
Chinese government's aim to become 
more involved in global economic and 
political affairs. Before visiting Moscow, 
Xi announced a successful peace treaty 
negotiation between Saudi Arabia and 
Iran, intending to help end a proxy war in 
Yemen. In related news, Saudi Arabia is 
considering selling oil to China for yuan 
instead of US dollars. 
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The Future Dynamics 


With Xi’s new team in place, we can 
examine the work report of Li Keqiang. 
The document is a combination report 
card on the past year and a blueprint for 
the future. As is typical, the bulk of the 
report concerned past achievements, 
while the last few pages presented 
recommendations for the future. On the 
former, the report claimed that under 
the guidance of “Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics,” 
the fight against poverty had been 
won and that the goal of a moderately 
prosperous country had been reached. 


The gross domestic product over the 
past five years was reported to have 
risen by 5.2 percent, there had been 
breakthroughs in core scientific and 
technological innovation, and China 
successfully hosted the 2022 Winter 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. 
Entrepreneurs, foreign and domestic, 
were to be supported, and the drive 
toward common prosperity would 
continue. 


Lis report recommended that the 
party become more firmly embedded 
in private businesses, ministries, and 
society to ensure economic stability 
further. In addition, there would be an 
increased emphasis on science and 
technology under party supervision. 
Part of the planned restructuring of 
the Ministry of Science and Technology 
involves the creation of a supra-ministry 
party committee that recalls the Mao 
era and reverses decades of efforts to 
separate the roles of state and party that 
began under Deng Xiaoping. 


The Chinese state media declared that 
the National People's Congress and the 
Chinese People's Political Consultative 
Conference were resounding successes. 
The two meetings have indeed identified 
ambitious goals. However, if these goals 
are not achieved, they risk sullying the 
legacy of Xi's three terms in office and 
the consummation of the China dream. 


We can anticipate that under the 
guidance of the paramount leader Xi, 
the implementation of China's dream 
will dominate its global politics for at 


Pic.: The 2022 Winter 


Olympic and Paralympic 


Games, China. 
Courtesy: various sources 
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Ріс. above: 

Joe Biden, Xi Jinping, and 
Vladimir Putin. 

Design: Ahbab Abe 


Pic. below: 
Professor Xavier 

in the X-Men series. 
Design: Ahbab Abe 
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least two more decades. Unless China 
faces serious stumbles with its economv 
and international diplomacv, a more 
multipolar world is taking shape. It 
will appeal to a number of struggling 
developing countries, both the ones 
with mildly US presence and the pariahs 
outside the US sphere. 


Considering that, we can playfully 
describe the US as Professor X in the 
X-Men series and China as the anti- 
hero (previously villain) Magneto. In 
sorne cases, Prof. X has the power to 
manipulate the mutants to behave 
better (hopefully sincerely for their 
own good). But Magneto can resist his 
manipulation with his particular helmet. 


Magneto also appeals to the broader 
audience, even the mutants with 
‘violent’ nuance, leading them to a 
cause. However, the two frequently 
clashed over their perspectives on 
managing the struggles. Nobody wants 
another world war, but Prof. X and 
Magneto must be sensible in wielding 
their powers. 


But even that, in a multipolar world 
scenario that China and Russia narrate 
gloriously, powerful mutants lurking, 
even the non-state actors, can wreak 
global havoc, as we have learned from 
the World War l experience. Moreover, it 
is a justified concern as they are getting 
more power with China's "inclusive" 
approach once cornered by the Western 
dernocratic forces. 


Hopefully, in such a disaster scenario, 
Prof. X and Magneto can join heads and 
prevent an even bigger catastrophe. 


*** Denis Toruan 
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Illustration: 
The Nuclear Submarine. 
Design: Ahbab Abe 


Nuclear Powered 
Submarines for 
Australia and the 
Implications for the 
NPT and Indonesia 


There have been new developments plaguing Indonesia-Australia 
relations recently. In fact, for Indonesia, this friction or obstacle has 
been felt since the establishment of AUKUS in September 2021. 


Indonesia is disturbed because long 
since AUKUS was formed, Australia's 
desire to have a nuclear-powered 
submarine is not a secret. For that 
purpose, Australia even dared to 
cancel the contract with France for 
the procurement of non-nuclear 
conventional submarines. This 
cancellation made France furious. 


This disturbing feeling is now being felt 
again by Indonesia because there was 
an official announcement from the 
three top leaders of AUKUS member 
countries. 


The US, UK and Australia have unveiled 
details of their plan to create a new fleet 
of nuclear-powered submarines, aimed 
at countering China’s influence in the 
Indo-Pacific region. 


Nuclear powered submarines have 
advantages over conventional diesel- 
electric powered submarines. Nuclear 
powered submarines can operate at sea 
for years without refueling. This means 
that these submarines can operate in 
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areas verv far from their home base for 
verv long periods of time. 


Australia will receive conventionally- 
armed, nuclear-powered submarines 
under an agreement announced 
following a Monday (March 135, 2022) 
meeting of the leaders of the United 
States, the United Kingdom and 
Australia. Under the AUKUS pact, 
Australia is to get its first nuclear- 
powered subs - at least three - from 
the US. 


U.S. President Joe Biden, U.K. Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak and Australian 
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese struck 
the deal at the North Island Naval Air 
Station in San Diego, California. 


Albanese said the agreement 
"represents the biggest single 
investment іп Australia’s defense 


capability in all of our history" He 
thanked the U.S. for sharing its nuclear 
propulsion technology for only the 
second time in history. 
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Pic.: 
World map Asia-Pacific. 
Courtesy: mapsofworld.com 
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Pic.: Australian Collins 
Class submarines- HMAS 
Collins, HMAS Farncomb, 
HMAS Dechaineux 

апа HMAS 5һееап іп 
formation. 

Courtesv: navv.gov.au 


Strategic Alliance 


The AUKUS partnership declared in 
September 2021. In the joint statement, 
the AUKUS leadership said, thev 
committed to set the highest nuclear 
non-proliferation standard. The joint 
statement referenced a strategic alliance 
among the three countries. 


Thev claimed, the plan delivers on 
this commitment and reflects their 
longstanding leadership in, and respect 
for, the global nuclear non-proliferation 
regime. 


The three leaders agreed to consult 
with the IAEA (International Atomic 
Energv Адепсу) 'to develop a non- 
proliferation approach that sets the 
strongest precedent for the acquisition 
of a nuclear-powered submarine 
capability." 


The nuclear-powered submarines will 
include up-to-date U.S. technology. The 
allies will also work to create a new fleet 
using cutting-edge tech, including UK- 
made Rolls-Royce reactors. 


Known as “SSN-AUKUS,” the nuclear- 
powered submarines will be built and 
used by both the U.K. and Australia. 
The U.K. is slated to deliver its first 
submarines in the late 2030s. Australia 
is set to deliver its first submarines to 
the U.K. in the early 2040s. 


The U.S. will seek to sell Australia 
three Virginia class nuclear-powered 
submarines beginning in the early 
2030s. The U.S. is willing to sell up to 
five submarines, if needed. 


President Biden stated, “This first 
project is only the beginning. More 
partnerships, more potential for peace 
and security in the region lies ahead. 
Simply stated, we're putting ourselves 
in the strongest possible position to 
navigate the challenges of today and 
tomorrow, together." 


Error and Danger 


China is deeply disturbed. China has 
strongly criticised the significant naval 
deal. Its foreign ministry on March 
14, 2023 accused the US, the UK and 


Australia of “walking further and further 
down the path of error and danger". 


China's UN mission had earlier also 
accused the Western allies of setting 
back nuclear non-proliferation efforts. 
But President Biden said the deal was 
aimed at bolstering peace in the region 
and stressed the submarines would be 
"nuclear-powered, not nuclear-armed”. 


For Indonesia, the situation is quite clear. 
Australia's initial rationale for procuring 
nuclear-powered submarines was to 
counter China's influence in the Asia- 
Pacific Region. That is why Australia's 
plan is strongly supported by its British 
and US allies. 


But what Australia has not publicly 
stated is that the submarines can also 
be used to spy on its closest northern 
neighbor: Indonesia. The thought 
of Australian submarines roaming 
undetected in Indonesian waters for 
years makes the Indonesian government 
feel very uncomfortable. 


Indonesia, as a major power in the 
Southeast Asia region and a neighbor of 
Australia, has expressed its concern over 
Australia's decision to acquire nuclear- 
powered submarines under the AUKUS 
partnership. 


Following the announcement of the 
AUKUS partnership, the Indonesian 
foreign ministry released a statement 
expressing its disappointment with the 
decision, stating that it "undermines the 
decades-long Southeast Asian Nuclear- 
Weapon-Free Zone Treaty and further 
complicates the strategic situation in 
the region." 


Indonesia has historically been a vocal 
supporter of nuclear non-proliferation 
efforts and has long advocated for the 
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free 
zone in Southeast Asia. The acquisition 
of nuclear-powered submarines by 
Australia, which is not a signatory to 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
has raised concerns in Indonesia about 


Pic.: The Virginia-class 
attack submarine USS 
North Dakota (SSN-784) 
arrives at the Trident 
Refit Facility's Magnetic 
Silencing Facility (MSF) i 
August 2017. 

Courtesy: news.usni.org 
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Pic.: UK Royal Navy's 
Submarine current Astute 
class. 

Courtesy: thedrive.com 


the potential for a nuclear arms race in 
the region. 


Security Challenges 


In addition to its concerns about the 
implications of the AUKUS partnership 
on regional security, Indonesia has 
also expressed disappointment 
with Australia's decision to pursue 
the acquisition of nuclear-powered 
submarines without consulting its 
neighbors in the region. The Indonesian 
government has called for greater 
transparency and consultation among 
regional partners in addressing security 
challenges in the Indo-Pacific. 


Overall, Indonesia's response to 
Australia's acquisition of nuclear- 
powered submarines has been cautious 
and measured, reflecting the country's 
longstanding commitment to regional 
stability and nuclear non-proliferation 
efforts. 


The Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
(NPT) is a landmark international 


agreement aimed at preventing 


the spread of nuclear weapons and 
promoting the peaceful use of nuclear 
energy. The treaty was signed in 1968 
and has been ratified by most countries 
in the world, including many in the Asia- 
Pacific region. 


The NPT establishes a framework for 
cooperation among member states in 
the peaceful use of nuclear energy, while 
also setting limits on the possession, 
development, and transfer of nuclear 
weapons. 


The treaty divides its signatories into 
two categories: nuclear-weapon states 
(NWS) and non-nuclear-weapon states 
(NNWS). NWS are those states that had 
developed and tested nuclear weapons 
before the NPT came into effect, while 
NNWS are those that had not. 


In the Asia-Pacific region, several 
countries have signed and ratified the 
NPT, including China, Japan, South 
Korea, Australia, and New Zealand. These 
countries are committed to the treaty's 
goals of preventing the spread of nuclear 
weapons and promoting disarmament. 
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However, there are also several countries 
in the region that have not signed 
the NPT or have withdrawn fror it, 
including North Korea and India. 


North Korea's nuclear program has 
been a major source of concern for the 
international community, particularly 
in the Asia-Pacific region. North Korea 
withdrew from the МРТ in 2005 and has 
since conducted several nuclear tests, 
despite international sanctions and 
pressure to halt its nuclear program. 
This has led to tensions in the region and 
raised concerns about the possibility of 
nuclear proliferation. 


India is another country that has not 
signed the NPT, citing concerns about 
its provisions and the lack of progress in 
global nuclear disarmament. India has 
conducted several nuclear tests and has 
developed a nuclear arsenal, which has 
led to tensions with its neighbor and 
rival, Pakistan. 


Verification Mechanism 


The Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
has played an important role in 
promoting nuclear nonproliferation and 
disarmament in the Asia-Pacific region. 
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While many countries in the region have 
signed and ratified the treaty, there are 
also several countries that have not, and 
their nuclear programs continue to pose 
a challenge to the region’s security and 
stability. 


Indonesia expects Australia to remain 
consistent in fulfilling its obligations 
under the NPT and IAEA Safeguards, 
as well as to develop with the IAEA a 
verification mechanism that is effective, 
transparent and non - discriminatory. 


Pic. above: President Joe 
Biden, center, talks about 
a new AUKUS partnership 
with Australian PM 
Anthony Albanese, left, 
and with British PM Rishi 
Sunak at Naval Base Point 
Гота. 

Courtesy: 
sandiegouniontribune.com 


Pic. below: Two upgraded 
Туре 094A nuclear 
submarines have gone 
into service in China. 
Courtesy: smcp.com 

Photo- Reuters 
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Pic.: Australian РМ 
Albanese and Jokowi. 
Courtesv: setkab.go.id 


The Official Twitter Account of the 
Ministrv of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Indonesia stated, Indonesia 
has been closelv following the securitv 
partnership of AUKUS, particularly the 
announcement on the pathwav to 
achieve AUKUS critical capabilitv. 


The ministry stated, maintaining 
peace and stability in the region is the 
responsibility of all countries. It is critical 
for all countries to be a part of this effort. 


Australian Ambassador to Indonesia 
Penny Williams responded after 
Indonesia criticized the nuclear-powered 
submarine procurement program, 
which was the result of an agreement 
between Australia, Britain and the 
United States. 


According to Williams, Australia values 
its ongoing engagement with Indonesia 
on AUKUS. AUKUS is making a positive 
contribution to regional peace and 
stabilitv, and Australia will continue 


working openiv and transparentiv with 
the IAEA to develop an appropriate, 


robust nuclear non-proliferation 


approach. 


Australia's procurement of nuclear- 
powered submarines is a further test 
of Indonesia-Australia relations. It is also 
a test of how committed Australia is to 
adhering to NPT rules. Given China's 
outrage over the AUKUS maneuvers, 
there is a grave risk of an arms race in 
the Asia-Pacific Region. 
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angan yang. 
КӨЗГЕ La Gan. 
erke lanjutan) 


" i Ы 
Oleh Achmad Vakub dan Entang Sastraatmadja* 

тосу Yakub (kiri) adalah Deputi Asisten Utusan Khusus Presiden (UKP) RI, sedangkan 

т» Entang Sastraatmadja (kanan) adalah Ketua Harian DPD HKTI Jawa Barat. . 
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Jargon kedaulatan pangan kini semakin relevan, ketika badan 
pangan dunia FAO beberapa waktu lalu memperingatkan akan 
adanya ancaman krisis pangan dalam beberapa waktu ke depan. 
Bahkan Mesir contohnya, saat ini sedang mengalami krisis pangan 
dan devaluasi mata uangnya karena bergantung pada impor. 


Рапаеті yang dalam dua tahun melanda meningkatkan potensi dampak krisis 
pangan tersebut menjadi kian berat. Optimisme harus selalu dijaga, terlebih 
ketika negeri ini punya kesejarahan yang kental sebagai negara agraris dengan 
beberapa di antaranya adalah wilayah lumbung pangan potensial. 


Illustrasi: 
Ketahanan Pangan ; P š 
Indonesia Semangat pencapaian swasembada pangan harus senantiasa digalakkan 


Desain: Ahbab Abe dengan memperkuat fondasi ketahanan pangan. Demi untuk mewujudkannva, 
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kemandirian pangan harus dibangun 
sehingga pada akhirnya kedaulatan 
pangan dapat digapai setelahnya. 


Namun upaya pembangunan pangan 
di negeri ini harus pula didasarkan 
pada pencapaian yang berbasis kualitas 
dan berkelanjutan. Dengan begitu 
persoalan pemenuhan pangan tidak 
mendatangkan masalah baru pada hulu 
melainkan tujuan tetap tercapai dengan 
faktor pendukungnya senantiasa sehat 
dan lestari. 


Pembangunan Pertanian 


Mengacu pada Peraturan Presiden 
Nomor 66 Tahun 2021 tentang Badan 
Pangan Nasional sebagai turunan dari 
regulasi Undang Undang Nomor 18 
Tahun 2012 tentang Pangan, Indonesia 
sebenarnya telah memiliki berbagai 
langkah proteksi dari masalah pangan 
yang harus dihadapi. Seperti: sarana 
prasarana dan teknologi pertanian, 
diversifikasi dan akses pangan vang 
belum merata, serta ketersediaan benih 
berkualitas. 


Sehingga dilakukan program-program 
pembangunan pertanian dan desa, 
seperti rehabilitasi |агіпдап irigasi, 
pembangunan lumbung pangan 
perbatasan, integrasi jagung dan sawit, 
pengadaan benih unggul untuk padi, 
jagung, kedelai, cabai, dan bawang. 
Serta pengendalian impor pangan 
strategis dan Stabilisasi Pasokan dan 
Harga Pangan (SPHP) beras, agar akses 
atas pangan bisa merata. 


Semua pihak tentu tak ingin jika 
ketahanan pangan tertinggal sebagai 
jargon semata. Sebaliknya, ketahanan 
pangan harus menjadi dasar kebijakan 
dan pengambilan keputusan dan 
referensi utama yang terbumikan, 
sehingga menjadi tanggung jawab 
bersama seluruh lapisan masyarakat. 


Maka dari itu termaktub dalam 
Peraturan Pemerintah Nomor 18 Tahun 
2016 tentang Perangkat Daerah, bahwa 
pangan telah ditetapkan sebagai 
urusan wajib yang tidak terkait dengan 
pelayanan dasar. 


Gbr. atas: Presiden Jokowi 
meninjau persawahan 

di Desa Trayu, Kec. 
Banyudono, Kab. Boyolali, 
Jateng (29/10) 


Courtesy: setkab.go.id 


gah i & 
т” Ei іп 2 а 
Tabanan Regency, Bali, 
Indonesia 


Courtesy: wikimedia.org 


Gbr. bawah: Saluran 
Irigasi Petani Di Desa 
Lembah Dolopo 
Madiun 


Courtesy: 
gefmmadiün:com 
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Gbr. atas: 

Pekerja mengangkut 
karung berisi beras di 
Gudang Bulog Pulo 
Brayan, Kota Medan, 
Sumatera Utara, Selasa 
(24/1/2023) 

Courtesy: 
mediaindonesia.com 

antara foto/tudi 


Gbr. bawah: Suasana 
gudang beras / Bulog 
Courtesy: 

infopublik.id 
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Sejatinya ini menunjukkan betapa 
seriusnya pemerintah dalam urusan 
pengelolaan pangan di tanah air hingga 
mendorong semua elemen untuk 
meningkatkan fokus pada urusan 
pangan. 


Penyelenggaraan Pangan 


Berdasarkan UU 18 Tahun 2012 
tentang Pangan, penyelenggaraan 
Pangan adalah kegiatan perencanaan, 
pelaksanaan, dan pengawasan 
dalam penyediaan, keterjangkauan, 
pemenuhan konsumsi Pangan dan 
Gizi, serta keamanan Pangan dengan 
melibatkan peran serta masyarakat yang 
terkoordinasi dan terpadu. 


Merujuk FAO, ketahanan pangan 
mencakup pada tiga hal. Yakni: aspek 
ketersediaan pangan, aksesibilitas 
atau keterjangkauan pangan oleh 
masyarakat, serta pemanfaatan dan 
keamanan pangan. 


Ketiga pendekatan ketahanan pangan 
tersebut telah dirangkurn dan direspons 
dalam sejumlah kebijakan bahwa 
ketersediaan pangan diperoleh dari 
hasil produksi para petani di dalam 
negeri juga dari cadangan pangan. 


Juga, bisa melalui impor pangan 
ketika produksi dalam negeri dan 
cadangannya diperhitungkan tidak 
mencukupi kebutuhan masyarakat. 


Terkait aksesibilitas, Pemerintah dalam 
beberapa waktu terakhir sangat gencar 
melakukan pembangunan infrastruktur 
untuk menekan ekonomi biaya tinggi. 
Hal ini memungkinkan biaya logistik 
ditekan sehingga harga pangan 
semakin terjangkau dan mudah diakses 
masyarakat sampai pada akhirnya 
tercapai stabilisasi harga pangan. 


Harga Acuan Pembelian 


Pemerintah melalui Badan Pangan 
Nasional (Bapanas) juga telah secara 
resmi menerbitkan regulasi dalam 
bentuk Peraturan Kepala Badan Pangan 
Nasional (Perkaban) Nomor ТІ Tahun 
2022. 


Terbitnya regulasi tentang Harga Acuan 
Pembelian di Tingkat Produsen dan 
Harga Acuan Penjualan di Tingkat 
Konsumen, diharapkan mampu 
melindungi produsen dan konsumen 
pangan dari gejolak yang tidak 
menguntungkan. 


POINT OF VIEW 


Enam komoditas vang diatur mencakup 
kedelai, cabai, bawang merah, daging 
sapi, daging kerbau, dan gula. Perlu 
koordinasi vang kuat agar peraturan ini 
bisa dilaksanakan. 


Ke depan perlu dirumuskan penetapan 
Harga Pembelian Pemerintah (HPP) 
untuk gabah dan beras. Pengaturan 
harga vang dilakukan dengan cermat 
tersebut pada praktiknva sangat efektif 
meningkatkan kesejahteraan petani, 
penggilingan padi kecil, dan antisipasi 
terjadinya inflasi yang  potensial 
menganggu pertumbuhan ekonomi. 


Sementara soal pemanfaatan pangan, 
semua pihak perlu untuk bahu- 
membahu mengedukasi masvarakat 
dalam meragamkan pola makan, 
sehingga terwujud diversifikasi pangan. 
Ketergantungan yang terlampau 
berlebihan pada satu komoditas pangan 
akan berdampak buruk sistemik untuk 
jangka panjang. 


Tujuan Pembangunan Berkelanjutan 


Salah satu komponen terpenting dalam 
mewujudkan ketahanan pangan adalah 
lahan pertanian yang produktif. Oleh 


) 


Кагепа itu, kualitas dan kelestariannva 
harus dijaga dan dipelihara sehingga 
tetap berlanjut dan sinambung untuk 
menumpu produksi pangan. 


Sebagaimana tujuan pembangunan 
berkelanjutan atau Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 
nomor 2, vaitu untuk mengakhiri 
kelaparan, mencapai ketahanan 
pangan, memperbaiki nutrisi dan 
mempromosikan pertanian yang 
berkelanjutan. 


Untuk itu perlunya produksi dan 
konsumsi dikelola dengan penuh 
tanggung jawab (responsible 
consumption апа production), 
sehingga perlu ditekankan bahwa upava 
mewujudkan ketahanan pangan harus 
benar-benar berdasar pada kualitas dan 
keberlanjutan. 


Terlebih Indonesia sebagaimana 
seluruh anggota PBB lainnya memiliki 
tanggung jawab yang sama untuk 
mengimplementasikan SDGs, yang 
secara eksplisit bertujuan memberantas 
kemiskinan dan kelaparan, mengurangi 
ketimpangan dalam dan antar negara, 
memperbaiki manajemen air dan 


Gbr. atas: 

Suasana panen padi 
Courtesy: 
tabloid-desa.com 


Gbr. bawah: 

Sejumlah pemuda 
merontokkan padi yang 
baru dipanen dengan 
mesin di Desa Porame, 
Sigi, Sulawesi Tengah, 
Senin (28/11/2022) 
Courtesy: visiteliti.com 
Antara Foto/Basri Marzuki 
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Gbr. kiri atas: Petani 
memanen jagung di 
Desa Pecukan, Juwangi, 
Boyolali, Jawa Tengah, 
Jumat (23/12/2022) 
Courtesy: rri.co.id 

antara foto/Yusuf Nugroho 


Gbr. kanan atas: 
Hutan sagu, Papua 
Courtesy: 
mediapustakapapua.id 


Gbr. bawah: 
Budidaya Sagu 
Courtesy: agrozine.id 
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energi, serta mengambil langkah urgen 
untuk mengatasi perubahan iklim. 


Perlindungan Lahan 


SDGs menegaskan pentingnya upaya 
mengakhiri kemiskinan, agar dilakukan 
bersama dengan upaya strategis untuk 
meningkatkan pertumbuhan ekonomi, 
menerapkan langkah kebijakan sosial 
untuk memenuhi aneka kebutuhan 
sosial (seperti: pendidikan, kesehatan, 
proteksi sosial, kesempatan kerja), dan 
langkah kebijakan untuk mengatasi 
perubahan iklim dan proteksi 
lingkungan. 


Mengacu рада hal ini, relevan kiranya 
untuk melihat kembali potensi sumber 
daya pertanian yang melimpah di negeri 
ini, termasuk lahan yang subur dan 
terbentang luas. Lahan inilah yang 
harus dikelola secara berkesadaran 
dalam rangka menghasilkan produksi 
pertanian yang tinggi, guna mencukupi 
kebutuhan konsumsi masyarakat. 


Kekuatan sektor pertanian dalam 
menghasilkan produksi yang selanjutnya 
dikonsumsi oleh masyarakat, sebetulnya 
sangat ditentukan oleh kualitas lahan 
pertanian yang ada. 


par^ ! RANG RIS 


a 


Mendorong praktik pertanian 
agroekologis, penggunaan input 
pertanian pangan yang lebih ramah 
lingkungan, serta meningkatkan 
ketersediaan dan diversifikasi рапдап, 
menjadi sebuah urgensi tersendiri. 


Undang Undang Nomor 41 Tahun 2009 
tentang Perlindungan Lahan Pertanian 
Pangan Berkelanjutan harus menjadi 
rujukan nyata dalam setiap kebijakan 
menyangkut produksi pangan. 
Pekerjaan rumah terkait alih fungsi 
lahan juga harus kembali dirujukkan 
dengan regulasi tersebut. 


Dengan demikian maka penyelengaraan 
pangan yang berkualitas dan 
berkelanjutan dapat segera diwujudkan 
di negeri ini. *** 


Jagung 
Courtesv: A 
resepkoki. іа 
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Tarik Ulur Rancangan 


llustrasi: 
Тагік тепагік 

RUU EBT-EBET 
Desain: Ahbab Abe 


.Undan 
Energi Baru dan Energi 
Terbarukan 


-Undang 


Rancangan Undang-Undang 


Energi Baru Terbarukan (RUU 
EBT) yang kini telah berganti 
nama menjadi RUU Energi 
Baru dan Energi Terbarukan 
(RUU EBET) mendapat sorotan 
karena mencampuradukkan 
energi fosil dan energi 
terbarukan. 


Pengembangan energi baru 
terbarukan di Indonesia memasuki 
babak baru setelah Kementerian 
Energi dan Sumber Daya Mineral 
(ESDM) menyerahkan dokumen Daftar 
Inventarisasi Masalah (DIM) RUU Energi 
Baru dan Energi Terbarukan (EBET) ke 


Komisi VII Dewan Perwakilan Rakvat 
(DPR) Republik Indonesia beberapa 
waktu lalu. 


Pemerintah dan DPR menargetkan 
pembahasan RUU EBET ini bisa tuntas 
dan disahkan di tahun 2023 ini. 


Pemerintah dan DPR masih melakukan 
pembahasan RUU EBET pada tahun 
ini. RUU vang direncanakan rampung 
pada puncak acara КТТ G20 tahun lalu 
akan molor hingga September 2023. 


Dilansir oleh Republika, Direktur 
Jenderal Energi Baru Terbarukan dan 
Konservasi Energi (EBTKE) 
Kementerian ESDM Dadan Kusdiana 
menjelaskan, saat ini pemerintah dan 
DPR sudah menvepakati 160 poin 
DIM dari 574 poin vang menjadi inti 
dari RUU EBET ini. Dadan menargetkan 
RUU ini bisa segera disahkan paling 
lambat September mendatang. 


Menurut Dadan, dengan potensi EBET 
vang melimpah dan beragam, saat ini 
baru termanfaatkan 0,596 atau sekitar 
12,4. GW. Pemerintah harus bertindak 
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menggunakan strategi taktis untuk 
mencapai target nasional sebesar 23% 
EBET dalam bauran епегді nasional 
tahun 2025. 


Dalam jangka pendek, Pemerintah 
telah menerapkan beberapa strategi, 
seperti membangun kapasitas EBET 
on-grid baru berdasarkan Rencana 
Pengembangan Ketenagalistrikan PLN 
(RUPTL 2021 - 2030), implementasi 
PLTS Atap, Konversi PLTD menjadi 
EBET, pemanfaatan wajib bahan bakar 
nabati, eksplorasi panas bumi, dan 
pemanfaatan EBET off-grid lainnva. 


Ekonomi Hijau 


Sementara untuk strategi jangka 
panjang, Kementerian ESDM telah 
bekerja sama dengan kementerian 
dan lembaga terkait untuk menvusun 
peta jalan, untuk mencapai netralitas 
karbon di sektor energi pada 2060 atau 
lebih cepat. 


'Rencana pengembangan EBET saat 
ini ditetapkan untuk memungkinkan 
pembangunan ekonomi hijau, karena 
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Gbr. atas: 

Gedung Kementrian 
ESDM. 


Courtesv: kumparan.com 


Gbr. tengah: 

Direktur Jenderal Energi 
Baru Terbarukan dan 
Konservasi Energi (EBTKE) 
Kementerian ESDM Dadan 
Kusdiana. 

Courtesy: ebtke.esdm.go.id 


Gbr. bawah: 
DPR RI. 
Courtesv: google.com 
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Gbr. atas: Menteri ESDM, 
Arifin Tasrif, di Gedung 
Kementerian ESDM, 
Jumat (23/12/2022). 
Courtesy: kumparan.com 

/ Foto- Ghinaa Rahmatika 


Gbr. bawah: 
Pembangunan 
industri hijau. 
Courtesy: hestanto.web.id 
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kontribusinva dalam mengurangi 
dampak perubahan iklim dan 
memastikan ketahanan energi,” 
pungkas Dadan 


Oleh karena itu, melalui RUU ini, 
diharapkan dapat mengakselerasi 
pengembangan EBET di 
Indonesia. Terlebih lagi, Indonesia 
sudah menandatangani komitmen 
Paris dalam langkah bersama 
mengurangi emisi karbon. 


Pada 2022, ketika Indonesia menjadi 
tuan rumah G20, pemerintah juga 
berkomitmen untuk mencapai karbon 
netral pada 2060. Sebelumnya, Menteri 
ESDM Arifin Tasrif mengatakan, RUU 
EBET diperlukan untuk mendukung 
pembangunan industri hijau dan 
pertumbuhan ekonomi nasional. 


Terbitnya RUU EBT diharapkan dapat 
memberikan kepastian dan landasan 
hukum bagi pengembangan EBET dan 
pelaksanaan program pendukungnya. 


RUU Energi Baru dan Energi 
Terbarukan juga diharapkan 
mendorong tingkat komponen 


dalam negeri (TKDN), dengan 
mempertimbangkan ketersediaan 
dalam negeri belum cukup tersedia 
dan menjaga Energi Baru dan Energi 
Terbarukan tetap kompetitif. 


Target capaian nol emisi karbon 
pada 2060 serta tingkat bauran 
energi terbarukan sebesar 23 persen 
di tahun 2025 dapat diraih dengan 
pengembangan energi surya secara 
masif, khususnya pada sektor industri 
komersial. Sektor industri dipercaya 
menjadi sektor potensial untuk 
percepatan penetrasi energi baru dan 
energi terbarukan (EBT). 


Pandangan Pengamat Terhadap RUU 
EBET 


Sementara IU, pengamat 
mempermasalahkan sumber energi 
baru dalam RUU E Bg T. 
Juru Kampanye Energi Terbarukan 
Trend Asia Beyrra Triasdian menilai, 
RUU EBET tidak memberikan 
kepastian dalam perkembangan energi 
terbarukan di Indonesia, karena adanya 
energi baru dalam RUU tersebut. 


Dalam БІЛ) ЕВЕТ, produk-produk 
turunan batu bara-seperti gas metana 
batu bara (cool bed methane), batu 
bara tercairkan (/iquified coal), dan batu 
bara tergaskan (gasified coal) disebut 
sebagai energi baru. Jenis energi baru 
ini dinilai bukanlah sumber energi yang 
patut didorong untuk transisi energi 
berkelanjutan. 


"Apakah Indonesia membutuhkan 
regulasi untuk mempercepat transisi 
energi? lya. Regulasi yang memberikan 
sinyal yang pasti untuk perkembangan 
energi terbarukan, tapi memang dalam 
RUU ini kita melihat sinyal tersebut 
justru tidak ada," ujar Beyrra dalam 
konferensi pers Salah Arah RUU EBT 
di Jakarta Pusat, yang dilansir CNN 
Indonesia. 


"Pembahasan tentang energi baru 
dan beberapa jenis energi terbarukan 
menjadi tidak relevan dalam RUU ЕВЕТ 
ini. Pemerintah dan DPR seharusnya 
fokus pada substansi energi terbarukan 
yang mendukung penurunan ernisi 
karbon, bukan sebaliknya,” lanjutnya. 


Berry mengatakan RUU EBET justru 
menunjukkan, belum ada political will 
yang jelas untuk meninggalkan batu 
bara sepenuhnya. Menurutnya, tidak 
ada negara lain yang menggabungkan 
pembahasan  energi baru dan 
terbarukan dalam satu regulasi yang 
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сата. Pasalnva, risiko dan tata cara 
produksi energi baru dan energi 
terbarukan berbeda. 


Penggunaan Energi Nuklir 


Hal senada disampaikan oleh Manajer 
Program Transformasi Energi, Institute 
for Essential Services Reform (IESR) 
Deon Arinaldo. la menilai masuknva 
energi baru dalam RUU EBET justru 
akan membuat Indonesia terjebak 
dengan infrastruktur energi fosil. 


"Dukungan terhadap energi baru 
ini memberikan sinyal untuk 
mempertahankan energi fosil seperti 
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Obr. kiri atas: 
Batubara. 


Courtesy: clarke-energy.com 


Gbr. kanan atas: 
Pembahasan Rancangan 
Undang-Undang 

Energi Baru dan Energi 
Terbarukan (RUU EBET). 
Courtesy: pushep.or.id 


Gbr. bawah: 
Energi nuklir. 
Courtesy: weforum.org 
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Gbr. atas: 

Ancaman meningkatnya 
Emisi CO2. 

Desain: Ahbab Abe 


Gbr. bawah: 
Grita Anindyarini. 
Courtesy: icel.or.id 
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batu bara lebih lama di sister energi 
dan menggantungkan dekarbonisasi 
pada opsi yang belum proven. Padahal 
ada energi terbarukan yang sudah siap 
dan lebih murah untuk dimanfaatkan," 
ujarnya. 


la mengatakan, teknologi yang disebut 
energi baru saat ini --seperti teknologi 
gasifikasi dan likuifaksi batu bara-- 
akan menghasilkan emisi CO2 dua kali 
lipat dibanding pembangkit listrik dari 
gas alam. Selain pencemaran udara, 
pengembangan energi baru juga 
berdampak kepada kualitas air. 


Di sisi lain, Deputi Direktur Indonesian 
Centre for Environmental Law (ICEL) 
Grita Anindyarini menyoroti nuklir, yang 
juga akan akan dikembangkan sebagai 
energi baru Indonesia sesuai RUU EBET. 


Padahal jika dibandingkan dengan 
sumber energi terbarukan seperti 
angin dan matahari, pembangunan 
dan penggunaan nuklir disebut 
memerlukan biaya tiga hingga lima 
kali lebih mahal. 


Tak hanya itu, RUU EBET juga mengatur 
hidrogen sebagai bagian dari energi 
baru. Namun, tidak menjelaskan secara 
detail sumber-sumber hidrogen yang 
akan menjadi fokus pengembangan. 


Grita mengatakan, pada dasarnya 
hidrogen dapat berasal dari sumber 
energi fosil (grey hydrogen) maupun 
sumber energi terbarukan (green 
hydrogen). Namun, riset yang ada saat 
ini menunjukkan, baru satu persen 
green hydrogen yang dikembangkan 
di seluruh dunia, sedangkan selebihnya 
masih dari energi fosil. 


"Kita perlu pengaturan yang jelas dalam 
RUU ini, jenis hidrogen seperti apa 
yang akan kita kembangkan agar tidak 
salah arah. Sayangnya, RUU EBET дада! 


untuk membahas hal ini," tutur Grita. 
KKK 


Muhammad Darwinsvah, SE, MM 
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PDI Perjuangan, 

a Political Partv that 
Was Born in the Arena 
of Struggle Against the 
Soeharto Regime 


Djarot Saiful Hidayat and Endi Haryono, Politik dan Ideologi PDI Perjuangan 1987 - 1999: Penemuan 
dan Kemenangan (Politics and Ideology of the PDI Perjuangan 1987 - 1999: Discovery and Victory). 
Jakarta: KPG (Kepustakaan Populer Gramedia), 2023. Number of pages: xvi * 317 pages. 


In contemporary Indonesian 
politics, currently there is one 
political party that needs to 
be given a special place to be 
discussed in depth. That party 
is the Indonesian Democratic 


ғ 


—- Illustration: Megawati 


and VAR HII aa Party of Struggle (PDI 
Ж Design AhbabAbe Perjuangan or PDIP). Іп 2023, 
и” 


PDI Perjuangan is the largest 
partv that has the highest 
number of representatives in 
the parliament (DPR RI). 


More of that, various independent 
survevs also show that PDI Perjuangan, 
which is the basis for nationalists and 
Sukarnoists, is the party that has the 


highest electabilitv rate compared to 
other political parties. PDIP has a big 
chance to win the 2024 General Election. 


In welcoming the 2024 presidential 
election, other political parties need to 
form a coalition to be able to meet the 
presidential threshold requirements 
and nominate pairs of candidates 
for president and vice president. 
But because of the large number of 
representatives in the DPR, PDIP can 
put forward its own candidate without 
the need to form a coalition with other 
parties. 


This book explains the politics and 
ideology of the PDIP which has roots 
in Indonesian political history. Politics 
and ideology in this context include the 
values that are fought for. 


PDIP was founded not only to become 
an election machine or simply to 
complement democratic practices. PDIP 
is a political party involved in social 
activities in society. This is the PDIP's way 
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of protecting the values of Indonesian 
nationality and Pancasila, as well as 
reviving Bung Karno's teachings in the 
spirit of one Indonesia. 


Political Party for the Lower Class 


PDIP has adopted the position of being 
the underprivileged party, which is the 
foundation for the hopes of the common 
people to create a better Indonesia. 
PDIP does not distinguish between a 
dichotomy as a cadre party or a mass 
party. These predicates often become 
a dilemma for PDIP when dealing with 
the abnormality and pragmatism of 
post-1998 Indonesian political reform, 
which is still ongoing today. 


PDIP is the result of the transformation 
of the PDI (Indonesian Democratic Party) 
during the New Order era. The New 
Order regime under the leadership of 
President Soeharto can be categorized 
as a bureaucratic-authoritarian regime. 


The Suharto regime was a state 
organization that had autonomous and 


Pic. above: PDI 
Perjuangan Headquarters, 
JI. Diponegoro. 

Courtesy: Various sources 


Pic. below: 
Logo ID PDI Perjuangan. 
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Pic.: General Chairperson 


of PDI Perjuangan Mrs 


Megawati Soekarnoputri 
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at Solo's Manahan 
stadium. 
Courtesy: derapjuang.id 


unilateral authority to regulate, control 
and change society. The power holders 
in this regime work by relying on the 
applicable legal regulations as well 
as using violence by the military and 
security forces which are fully under the 
control of the government. 


The bureaucratic-authoritarian 
model explains well the autonomous 
capabilities of the New Order regime, 
which intentionally fostered various 
bases of legitimacy in controlled 
calculations. The legitimacy base 
includes traditional, charismatic, and 
legalistic bases with controlled efficiency 
principles. 


In academia, there are several models to 
explain the legitimacy basis of the New 
Order. This bureaucratic-authoritarian 
regime model has an advantage over 
other theoretical models in explaining 
the legitimacy basis of the New Order. 


The authoritarian New Order regime 
imposed a limit on the number of 
political parties. Nationalist and non- 
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Islamic parties were forced to fuse and 
become PDI. 


PDI was formed on Januarv 10, 1973 
as a fusion (merger) of nationalist 
political parties, namelv the Indonesian 
National Partv (PNI), the Manv People's 
Consultative Partv (Murba), and the 
Association of Indonesian Independence 
Supporters (IPKI). Two religious parties 
also joined in this fusion, namelv the 
Indonesian Christian Partv (Parkindo) 
and the Catholic Partv. 


PPP, Golkar and ABRI 


Islamic-based parties were forced to join 
the PPP (United Development Partv). 
Meanwhile, the partv supporting the 
government is the Golongan Karva 
(Golkar), which has a broad base in the 
bureaucracy. 


The military (ABRI) as a supporter of 
the regime was given permanent seats 
in parliament without having to take 
part in general elections. Soeharto 
argued that the presence of ABRI's 
permanent representative in parliament 


was necessarv to safeguard the state 
ideology Pancasila. Тһе New Order had 
experienced its hevdav. 


However, the hevdav of the New Order 
finally began to recede. There was an 
internal rift within the regime. The 
Soeharto family businesses that the 
media began to cover appeared to show 
shock, at least to Soeharto's personal 
position or to the system he led (Liddle, 
1998). 


Bourchier and Hadiz (2003) divide the 
reign of the New Order 1966-1998 into 
four periods, namely the formation 
period (1966-1973), the heyday period 
(1973-1988), the period of tension and 
contradiction (1989-1997), and the fall 
(1998). The New Order experienced ups 
and downs during its reign, and finally 
collapsed after more than 50 years in 
power. 


The birth of PDIP began when the 
general chairman of the PDI, Soerjadi, 
recruited two of Soekarno's children 
- Megawati Soekarnoputri and Guruh 
Soekarnoputra - to become members 
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of the PDI and candidates for members 
of the People's Representative Council 
(DPR) in the 1987 general election. 
Megawati and Guruh were elected 
members of the DPR in the 1987 general 
election. 


Soerjadi also recruited many young 
professionals from Jakarta to join the 
PDI. Soerjadi's goal was to increase the 
PDI's vote share in the elections and to 
dynamize the PDI, which had previously 
been considered the "party of the old 
people." 


The Soerjadi's maneuver is a creative 
breakthrough made to overcome the 
obstacles imposed by the government. 
The Suharto governrnent forbade the 
existence of party branch offices or 
operations at the sub-district and village 
levels. 


Government Approval 


The PDI, which was the result of the 
1975 fusion, was never intended to be a 
political party that could independently 
garner support for movements opposed 


Pic. above: Soerjadi when 
he was still Chairman of 
the PDI DPP in June 1996. 


Courtesy: 

(left) nasional.kompas.com 
JB Suratno 

(right) wikimedia.org 


Pic. below: PDI ID logo 


-Indonesian Democratic 


Party. 
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Pic. above: Guruh 
Soekarnoputra. 
Courtesy: intipseleb.com 


Pic. below: 


ID logos of 5 parties in the 
era of President Soeharto. 
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to the New Order regime. PDI's main role 
was only as one of the pillars of the New 
Order in the political sector for regime 
consolidation. 


PDI and PPP are just a complement 
to the general election. Their presence 
is Meant to show a formality symbol 
that “democracy in Indonesia is already 
running.” In political discourse, what 
the New Order regime implemented is 
usually called "procedural democracy." 


In such a systern, PDI and PPP leaders 
must obtain "blessing" or approval from 
the government and President Soeharto. 
This blessing was meant to prevent 
the party leaders from turning their 
party into a base for opposition to the 
government. 


However, the climate of openness 
or the strengthening of the pro- 
democracy civil society movement in 
Indonesia in the last half of the 1980s 
had encouraged the PDI to develop 
pro-dernocratic aspirations. In the 1987 
election, PDI added two new thernes to 
its campaign: openness and national 
political succession. 


The internal divisions of the regime 
which were originally closed then 
developed into public discourse. This is 
in line with the strengthening of people's 
aspirations for political openness. This 
also becarne a new political challenge 
for the New Order regime and President 
Soeharto. 


Critical forces within the New Order 
regime then developed into anti- 
Soeharto forces. They met with pro- 
democratic forces that were starting 
to grow. 


Megawati's increasing popularity within 
the PDI and society was a red flag for 
the Soeharto regime. Megawati was 
elected as General Chair of the PDI at 
an extraordinary congress in Surabaya, 
December 3, 1993. 


This unexpected event reinforced 
political openness and the pro- 
democracv movement in Indonesia. 


Megawati is Considered а Threat 


During that process, the Soeharto 
regime had tried hard to thwart 
Megawati's progress, but failed. Times 
have changed and the Suharto regime 
could not alwavs impose its will. Various 
events in 1993 have stimulated the 
growth and radicalization of pro- 
democracv movements. 


Apart from splitting the PDI, political 
events in 1993 also widened factionalism 
within the militarv (ABRI) and within the 
New Order regime. 


Soeharto saw Megawati's leadership 
of the PDI as a threat to his power. 


The meeting between Suharto and 
Megawati оп 5 February 1994 did not 
erase the tensions that had already 
formed. 


The government also continues 
to intervene to disrupt Megawati's 
leadership in the PDI. The government 
took advantage of opportunist 
politicians within the PDI who were 
pro-New Order regime. They are more 
subject to government directives than 
to support internal party consolidation. 


The Soeharto government then 
attempted to remove Megawati from 
the PDI leadership by sponsoring the 


Pic.: Soeharto (back to 
camera) and Megawati 
Soekarnoputri. 

Courtesv: pepnews.com 
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Pic's.: 
The riots of 27 Julv 1996, 
the seizure of the PDI 


Headquarters on Jl. 
Diponegoro 58, became 
known as Kudatuli. 
Courtesy: kompaspedia. 
kompas.id (above), 

voi.id (below) 
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PDI Congress іп Medan іп June 1996. 
Suharto took advantage of the internal 
conflict 


The 27 July 1996 Incident 


The Soeharto regime then planned a 
physical assault on the PDI headquarter 
at Diponegoro Street 58, Central Jakarta. 
The attack that sparked the rioting is 


known as the 27 July 1996 incident or the 
Black Saturday incident. According to 
a report by the National Human Rights 
Commission (Komnas НАМ), as a result 
of the raid 5 people died, 25 people went 
missing and 149 people were injured. 


The display of militaristic atrocities 
during the 27 July 1996 incident was 
intended as a strong message for the 
anti-Soeharto and anti-New Order pro- 
democracy movements. However, the 
New Order regime's repressive efforts 
failed to silence the growing pro- 
democracy movement. 


The monetarv and economic crises hit 
Indonesia starting in 1996. The increase 
in the price of necessities sparked 
protests. Massive student movements 
emerged on various campuses. At its 
peak, thousands of students occupied 
the DPR Building and demanded 
Soeharto's resignation. Soeharto's power 
was finally undermined by the pro- 
democracy movement in May 1998. 


Vice President BJ Habibie was sworn in 
as President to replace Soeharto. Habibie 
undertook political liberalization and 
revised several Suharto's unpopular 
policies. For example, Habibie gave 


wider press freedom. Тһе Habibie 
regime also abolished convoluted 
licensing requirements for those wishing 
to establish media companies. 


However, the Habibie regime continued 
to maintain Soeharto's policies which 
led to a dualism of leadership in the 
PDI. There are two versions of PDI: the 
pro-Soerjadi PDI which is supported and 
"approved" by the government and the 
pro-Megawati PDI which is supported 
by the people but "not approved" by the 
government. 


The pro-Soerjadi PDI held a Congress 
in Palu in August 1998. This Congress 
resulted in a change of chairman from 
Soerjadi to Budi Harjono. But this 
version of the PDI that is supported by 
the government still fails to provide a 
solution for PDI solidity, and even sows 
the seeds of new divisions. 


For the pro-Megawati PDI, this is а 
difficult situation. The legal battle in 
the courts to determine the legitimate 
leadership of the PDI will drag on and 
take a long time. The pro- Megawati PDI 
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must not depend on the Habibie regime 
or any future government to survive, 
but on the people's trust and support. 


Forming a New Political Party 


So, the pro-Megawati PDI held its own 
congress in Bali in 1998. This congress 
went smoothly without incidents of 
violence and showed massive support 
from the PDI masses. Masses from 
outside Bali independently organize 
trips to attend this congress. Those who 
could not find accommodation in the 
area around the Congress set up their 
own tents near the Captain Japa Square, 
Denpasar, Bali. 


The pro-Megawati PDI had to establish 
a new political party or change into a 
new political party because the stages 
towards the 1999 General Election 
could not wait either. In early 1999, the 
pro-Megawati PDI officially became a 
political party named PDI Perjuangan 
(PDIP). PDI Perjuangan establishes the 
principles or ideology of Pancasila and 
establishes itself as a political party 


Pic. above: 

27 July 1996 riot at PDI 
office. 

Courtesy: 
cnnindonesia.com 

AFP photo / 

John Macdougall 
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Pic. above: A row of replica 
tombstones bearing the 
events of 27 July 1996. 
Courtesy: 

bali.tribunnews.com 


Pic. below: Megawati 
Soekarnoputri (defending 
the camera) at the 

1999 PDI Perjuangan 
campaign. 

Courtesy: 
koransulindo.com/AP 
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characterized by nationality, democracy 
and social justice. 


This step was taken by the Central 
Leadership Council of the PDI 
Perjuangan based on the mandate 
given by the 1998 Bali Congress. The 
announcement of the establishment of 
a new political party PDI Perjuangan was 
made directly by Megawati and this at 
the same time closed the door for PDI 
reunification. 


The name "PDI Perjuangan" as a new 
political party was quickly accepted 
by the people. Media coverage over 
the past decade has also popularized 
the name PDI Perjuangan. PDIP also 
introduced the party's symbols and 
main programs to the public. 


PDI Perjuangan continues to adhere to 
the principle of being a common home 
for all parties that are elements of the 
1973 fusion, if these parties (and their 
administrators) still want to be with the 
new PDI. 


PDIP is a new political party in the de 
jure sense related to preparations for the 
1999 General Election. However, in the 
historical context of Indonesia's political 
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journey, PDIP is a party that has roots 
dating back to the past. 


In contrast to interest groups, political 
parties survive through changes 
in political dynamics and different 
governments. This can happen precisely 
because of its strong historical roots, 
which have shaped it for a long time. 
PDIP has demonstrated that. 


This book is the first volume of three 
planned books. The first volume covers 
the period 1987-1999, the second volume 
covers the period 2000-2009, and 
the third volume covers the period 
2010-2019. Because the first book is so 
interesting and important, we hope the 
second and third books will be published 
soon. *** 


Satrio Arismunandar 


f SATELLITES 


IS AN ARTIFICIAL SATELLITE USED FOR A MILITARY 
PURPOSE. THE MOST COMMON MISSIONS ARE 
INTELLIGENCE GATHERING, NAVIGATION AND 


MILITARY COMMUNICATIONS. 
‘ 
» 
e ө o 
т ə ә 
` 


о о ò ò ° . a a 
X v 
ee é š“ eae 
>. À - . - 
ore Ff оо е e е SA 
4 9. АЗУЫ“ жет») ә 
- ый - * * 
ҚЖА.) 6 70 СУ е 
OOM UU а. 265 
y^ < W B ka 
e ә 9767506 65950 ғ ` 
Ñ 
>. э € 9.9 ө е? а 
3 4 
ее го 20 ШЕ * . 7» CM D 
. . € 9 9 а onde А 
LI LI LJ LI LI LI ў - TE 
= 
ú » * ыу 


THE DEFENSE SUPPORT PROGRAM (DSP) IS A PROGRAM OF THE UNITED STATES SPA FOR ШЕ Т A 


SATELLITES WHICH FORM THE PRINCIPAL COMPONENT OF THE SATELLITE EARLY W AR 


DSP SATELLITES, WHICH ARE OPERATED BY THE 460TH SPACE WING, DETECT MISSILE OR SPACECRAFT LAUNCHES AND 
EMISSIONS FROM THESE INTENSE SOURCES OF HEAT. DURING DESERT STORM, FOR EXAMPLE, DSP WAS ABLE TO D 
WARNINGS TO CIVILIANS AND MILITARY. FORCES IN ISRAEL AND 


THE SATELLITES ARE IN GEOSYNCHRONOUS ORBITS, AND ARE EQUIPPED WITH INFRARED SENSORS OPERATING THROUGH А WIDE- SA {з 


THAT THE LINEAR SENSOR ARRAY IN THE FOCAL PLANE SCANS OVER THE EARTH SIX 
SOURCES: VARIOUS SOURCES 7 


AR EXPLOSONS SING SENSORS THAT DE 


D Qu EDS il 


MOVIE REVIEW 


MH370: The Plane That Disappeared. Director: Louise Malkinson. Limited Series, 3 Episodes. 
Genre: Documentary, British. Duration: 3 x 90 minutes. Release: March 2023. 


Illustration: 
Film Poster 


Design: Ahbab Abe 


It's been nine years since the 
disappearance of Malaysia 
Airlines flight MH370. The 
Boeing 777 aircraft disappeared 
without a trace while on a flight 
from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing 
on March 8, 2014. The mystery 
of the disappearance of the 


plane carrying 239 passengers 
and cabin crew has not been 
solved until now. 


To commemorate this event, Netflix 
launched a documentary series entitled 
MH370: The Plane That Disappeared on 
Wednesday, March 8,2025. Through this 
documentary series consisting of three 
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episodes, Netflix invites several families 
of victims and scientists to uncover the 
mystery of the disappearance of MH370. 


Several theories have emerged 
regarding the disappearance of the 
Malaysia Airlines flight with flight 
number MH370. The plane, which was 
supposed to land in Beijing at 06.50 
local time, suddenly lost contact with 
the Malaysian civil aviation authorities. 


Through this docurnentary series, the 
families of the victims share their sad 
stories of struggling to face life in the 
uncertain condition of their families, 
who were victims of the disappearance 
of flight MH370. 


Experts and scientists who research the 
mystery of the disappearance of MH370 
are also partnered with by Netflix in this 
documentary series. Various inventions 
and conspiracy theories that have been 
circulating for the past 9 years are also 
revealed and discussed through the 
documentary series MH370: The Plane 
That Disappeared. 


Three Episode Content 


This docuseries delves into one of our 
greatest modern mysteries: Flight 


MH370. It is a three-part quest for 
answers. The new limited series tries 
to uncover why the Malaysian Airlines 
plane vanished without a trace. 


Episode 1: The Pilot, tells about Malaysia 
Airlines Flight MH370, heading for 
Beijing, vanishes from radar shortly after 
takeoff. Early suspicion falls on the pilot. 
This episode takes a close look into the 
first few hours and days following the 
plane's disappearance, including what 
happened when conspiracy theories 
and false accusations started to spiral 
out of control. 


Episode 2: The Hijack, tells about a 
second crash involving a Malaysia 
Airlines plane. In July of that same year, 
Malaysian Airlines lost another aircraft 
when МН17 was shot down by a Russian 
missile. It was recently confirmed by an 
international team of investigators that 
there were “strong indications” that it 
was approved by Russian heads of state, 
which Russia has denied. 


In Episode 2, experts discuss how the 
chances of two aircraft from the same 
airline crashing in such a short time 
frame are infinitesimal, causing the 
conspiracy theories to go even further. 


Pic. above: MH370 
Source: wikimedia.org 


Pic. mid. and below: Kuala 
Lumpur Airport, Malaysia 
Source: wikimedia.org, 
trip.com 
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АУ 1 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 
Known Flight Path 


Source: Joint Investigation Team 
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Pic. above left: This flight 
path of Flight MH370 (red) 
is derived from primary 
(military) and secondary 
(ATC) radar data. Map: 
AHeneen, CC BY 3.0 


Pic. above right: Path of 
Flight MH370, taken from 
the movie 


Pic. below: Captain 
Zaharie Ahmad Shah, pilot 
of MH370 
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Episode 3: The Intercept, tells about 
the founding of possible Flight MH370 
debris, but it only raises more questions. 
After 16 months of fruitless searching, a 
large section of a plane wing washed up 
on the shore off the East African Coast. 


ҹу 


\ Departs KLIA 
\ 12:41 MYT (16:41 UTC) 
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Experts апа Malavsian Prime Minister 
Najib Razak confirmed the wreckage 
was from MH370, but some journalists 
and family members are skeptical for 
reasons explored in the docuseries. 
Another theory emerges, involving 
suspicious cargo, jamming operation 
and the United States AWACS aircraft. 


Several Theories 


There are several theories about what 
may have happened to the plane, 
and here are some of the most widely 
discussed: 


Mechanical Failure. One of the most 
widely discussed theories is that 
the plane suffered a catastrophic 
mechanical failure, such as an engine 
failure or structural damage. However, 
investigators have found no evidence 
to support this theory, and it is highly 
unlikely that the plane would have 
been able to fly for several hours after a 
catastrophic failure. 


Pilot Suicide. Another theory is that the 
plane's pilot, Captain Zaharie Ahmad 
Shah, intentionally crashed the plane as 
an act of suicide. Some supporters of this 
theory point to the fact that the captain 
had a flight simulator at home and had 
practiced flying a similar route to the 
one taken by Flight MH370. However, 
no concrete evidence has been found 
to support this theory, and the captain's 
family and friends have denied that he 
had any mental health issues. 


Hijacking. Another theory is that the 
plane was hijacked by terrorists or 
other criminals. This theory gained 
traction early in the investigation, as 
two passengers on the plane were found 
to be traveling with stolen passports. 
However, no evidence has been found 
to support this theory, and it is unclear 
how the plane could have been hijacked 
without leaving any trace. 


Mechanical Fire. Another theory is that a 
mechanical fire broke out on the plane, 
which caused the pilots to lose control 
and the plane to crash. This theory is 
supported by the fact that the plane's 
cargo included several tons of lithium- 
ion batteries, which are known to be 
highly flammable. However, no concrete 
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evidence has been found їо support 
this theorv. 


Cvber Attack. Another theorv is that the 
plane was brought down by a cvber- 
attack, which caused the plane's systems 
to malfunction or lose control. However, 
no evidence has been found to support 
this theory, and experts have pointed 
out that it is highly unlikely that a cyber- 
attack could bring down a comrnercial 
airliner. 


Conspiracy Theories 


The disappearance of Flight MH370 has 
led to many conspiracy theories, with 
various groups and individuals proposing 
alternative explanations for the plane's 
disappearance. Here are some of the 
most popular conspiracy theories: 


Government Cover-up. Some believe 
that the Malaysian government was 
involved in a cover-up of the true cause 
ofthe plane's disappearance. This theory 
suggests that the government may have 
had something to hide, such as a secret 
military operation or other nefarious 
activity. 


Alien Abduction. A more far-fetched 
theory is that the plane was abducted 
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by aliens or taken through a wormhole. 
This theory has little to no evidence to 
support it and is widely considered to be 
a joke or hoax. 


Conspiracy for Insurance Payout. Sorne 
believe that the disappearance of MH370 
was part of a conspiracy to collect 
insurance payouts. This theory suggests 
that the plane was intentionally crashed 
or hidden to collect insurance money. 


There is also a conspiracy theory that 
suggests that Russian agents were 
involved in the disappearance of Malaysia 
Airlines Flight MH370. This theory 
suggests that the plane was shot down 
or taken by Russian agents as part of a 
larger geopolitical agenda. 


Proponents of this theory argue that the 
Russian government may have been 
involved in the disappearance of the plane 
to distract attention from the ongoing 
conflict in Ukraine, where Russia had 
recently annexed Crimea. Some suggest 
that the plane may have been used as a 
bargaining chip in negotiations with other 
countries, or that it was destroyed to cover 
up evidence of Russian involvement. 


However, there is no evidence to support 
this theory, and it has been widely 


Pic. above: MH370 at 
Kuala Lumpur Airport 
Courtesy: nypost.com 


Pic. below: People who 
mourn the loss of MH370 
by lighting candles. 
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Pic. above: Тһе shocked 
families of the victims 
aboard MH370 
Courtesv: nvpost.com 


. Pic. below: Various 
reactions of the families of 
the victims. 
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discredited by experts and investigators. 
The official investigation into the 
disappearance of MH370 did not find 
any evidence of Russian involvernent, 
and the Russian government has 
denied any involvement in the plane's 
disappearance. 


There is also a conspiracy theory that 
suggests that the United States was 
involved in the disappearance of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370 using 
an E-5 Sentry Airborne Warning and 
Control System (AWACS) aircraft. This 
theory suggests that the US military 
was responsible for the plane's 
disappearance and that it was part of 
a larger geopolitical agenda. 


Proponents of this theory argue 
that the US military may have used 
an AWACS aircraft to jam the plane's 
communication systems and take 
control of the aircraft, diverting it to 
a secret location. The theory further 
suggests that this was done to further 
US interests in the region or to prevent 
the plane from being used for a terrorist 
attack. 


International Civil Aviation 


However, there is no evidence to 
support this theory, and it has been 
widely discredited by experts and 
investigators. The official investigation 


into the disappearance of MH370 did 
not find any evidence of US involvement 
or the use of an AWACS aircraft. The 
US government has also denied any 
involvement in the disappearance of 
the plane. 


Overall, the conspiracy theories 
surrounding the disappearance of 
MH370 have been widely circulated 
and debated, with little to no evidence 
to support most of them. The official 
investigation concluded that the most 
likelv cause of the disappearance was 
a loss of communication and control 
resulting in the plane crashing into the 
ocean. 


The disappearance of Malavsia Airlines 
Flight MH370 in 2014 had a significant 
impact on international civil aviation, 
both in terms of safetv procedures and 
the industrv. Here are some of the kev 
impacts: 


Improved Tracking and Communication. 
In response to the MH370 
disappearance, the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) mandated 
that all commercial airlines must install 
new tracking technology on their 
aircraft to improve real-time tracking 
and communication capabilities. This 
has led to significant improvements 
in safety procedures and the ability to 
locate lost aircraft. 


Increased Attention to Passenger 
Safety. The MH370 disappearance also 
led to increased attention to passenger 
safety and security, with many airlines 
and airports implementing new safety 
protocols and procedures to prevent 
similar incidents from occurring. 


Heightened Awareness of Aviation 
Security. The disappearance of MH370 
highlighted the need for improved 
aviation security, particularly in the 
area of passenger screening and the 
tracking of cargo. As a result, many 
countries have increased their aviation 
security measures, including the use of 
advanced screening technologies and 
increased training for airport staff. 


Changes in Flight Route Planning. 
The MH370 disappearance also led 
to changes in flight route planning, 
with airlines and aviation authorities 
considering the risk of flying over 
remote areas and the need for improved 
emergency response procedures in the 
event of an incident. 


Impact on the Aviation Industry. The loss 
of MH370 had a significant impact on the 
aviation industry, with Malaysia Airlines 
suffering a significant financial loss and 


other airlines facing increased scrutiny 
and skepticism from passengers. The 
incident also highlighted the need for 
greater collaboration and transparency 
among airlines, aviation authorities, and 
governments to improve safety and 
security for passengers. 


Widely Criticized 


The handling of the investigation and 
search for Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370 
has been widely criticized, with many 
pointing to the Malaysian government's 
handling of the situation as a key factor 
in the failure to find the plane. Here are 
some ofthe ways in which the Malaysian 
government's handling of the situation 
has been discredited: 


Delayed Response. One of the main 
criticisms of the Malaysian government's 
handling of the MH370 disappearance is 
the delayed response to the incident. It 
took several hours for the government 
to launch a search and rescue operation, 
and early efforts were hampered by 
confusion and miscommunication. 


Lack of Transparency. Another criticism 
is the lack of transparency in the 
investigation and search efforts. Many 


Pic. above and below: 
Various press conferences 
from the Malaysian 
government on the 
government's stance and 
reports on the search for 
victims. 

Courtesy: Various sources 
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Pic. above: 

US AWACS E-3 Sentry 
aircraft participating in 
the search mission. 


Pic. below: After all the 
efforts were fruitless, in the 
end the family could only 
give up. 
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experts and family members of the 
passengers have accused the Malaysian 
government of withholding information 
and failing to provide regular updates 
on the investigation. 


Inconsistent Information. Throughout 
the investigation, the Malaysian 
government provided inconsistent and 
contradictory information about the 
plane's last known location and other 
key details. This led to confusion and 
frustration among search teams and 
family members of the passengers. 


Poor Coordination. The search effort 
for MH370 involved dozens of countries 
and multiple agencies, but many 
experts have criticized the Malaysian 
government for poor coordination and 
communication with other nations 
involved in the search. 


Failure to Find the Plane. Despite 
extensive search efforts, the plane and 
its passengers have never been found. 
Many have criticized the Malaysian 
government for its handling of the 
search and investigation, arguing that 
better coordination, transparency, and 
communication could have led to a 
different outcome. 


> 


Overall, the Malaysian government's 
handling of the MH370 disappearance 
has been widely criticized, and the 
failure to find the plane has left many 
unanswered questions and unresolved 
grief for the families of the passengers. 


The disappearance of Malaysia Airlines 
Flight MH370 remains one of the biggest 
aviation mysteries in modern history. 
Despite extensive search efforts, the 
plane and its 239 passengers and crew 
members have never been found, and 
the exact cause of the disappearance 
remains unknown. 


Authorities officially ended the search for 
MH370 in 2017, but many independent 
investigators and aviation experts are 
still looking for answers. The unsolved 
mystery of the disappearance of 
MH370 makes this documentary series 
interesting to watch. *** 


Satrio Arismunandar 
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SKYNET 5D IS A MILITARY COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE OPERATED BY AIRBUS DEFENCE AND SPACE ON BEHALF OF THE BRITISH . 
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE. IT WAS THE LAST OF FOUR SKYNET 5 SATELLITES Т0 BE LAUNCHED. 


THE SKYNET 5D SPACECRAFT WAS CONSTRUCTED BY ASTRIUM, BASED ON THE EUROSTAR 3000S SATELLITE BUS. IT HAD A MASS AT LAUNCH OF APPROXIMATELY 4,800 
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KLOGRAMS _ 
(10,600 LB), AND IS DESIGNED TO OPERATE FOR AT LEAST 15 YEARS [1] ITS 34-METRE (112 FT) SOLAR ARRAYS WILL GENERATE A MINIMUM E қ KILOWATTS(2] TO POWER ITS UHF AND 


X-BAND COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS. THE SATELLITES PAYLOAD INCLUDES JAMMING COUNTERMEASURES 


THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE DESCRIBED THE SATELLITE AS HAVING A "KEY ROLE.IN GATHERING INTELLIGENCE ON OPERATIONS", AS WELL AS COMMUNICATIONS. 


SKYNET 5D WAS LAUNCHED BY AN ARIANE SECA CARRIER ROCKET FLYING FROM ELA-3 AT KOUROU, THE LAUNCH OCCURRED AT 21:49 UTC ON 19 DECEMBER 2012.[5] SKYNET 5D WAS ONE 
OF TWO SATELLITES ABOARD THE ROCKET, THE OTHER BEING MEXSAT BICENTENARIO, WHICH WAS LOCATED BELOW IT; 5КҮМЕТ 5D WAS MOUNTED ATOP A SYLDA 5 ADAPTOR. 
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Royal Norwegian 
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C-1301-30 
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Royal Air Force (RAF). The C-130J launch 
order occurred after a UK government 
stalemate of several months that 
concerned whether to buy new 
transport aircraft from Europe or the 
United States. It was paired with a 
commitment to buy 40 to 50 of the 
proposed European Future Large 
Aircraft (FLA, later designated as the 
A400M). 


The FLA commitment, which reduced 
the size of the C-130J launch order, 
was intended to ensure a 20 percent 
British workshare in the FLA program 
and to prevent German industry from 
threatening British Aerospace's position 
as the wing manufacturer on the FLA 
and future Airbus commercial projects. 


The Super Hercules has been used 
extensively by the USAF and USMC 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Canada 
has also deployed its C-130J aircraft 
to Afghanistan. C-130J from several 
countries have been deployed in support 
of the US Operation Odyssey Dawn and 
NATO's Operation Unified Protector 
during the 2011 Libyan civil war. 


From the first flight on 5 April 1996 to 
30 April 2013, 290 С-1502 Super Hercules 
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aircraft operated by T5 nations surpassed 
1 million flight hours. 


Indonesia's First C-130J Super Hercules 


In September 2018, Indonesia's state- 
owned news agency Antara reported 
that minister of defense Ryamizard 
Ryacudu said, Indonesia is looking to 
acguire 5 C-130J Super Hercules aircraft. 


In September 2021, it was reported 
that Indonesia ordered five C-130J-30 
aircraft from Lockheed Martin for the 
Indonesian Air Force in 2019, with the 
first aircraft already under construction. 
In 2023, Indonesian Air Force received 
its first C-130J-30 that arrived at Halim 
Perdanakusuma Air Base. 


A Lockheed Martin C-130J-30 Super 
Hercules that arrived on Monday 6, 
March 2023 from the United States 
is now ready for operating by the 
Indonesian Air Force. Attended by 
President Joko Widodo, Defense 
Minister Prabowo Subianto and 
Indonesian Military (TNI) commander 
Adm. Yudo Margono, the event involved 
the symbolic handover of a replica key 
from the ministry to the TNI chief. 


Air Force, Marine Corps 


LM-100)* 
and Coast Guard 
7 Varlants' 


Pic. above: Capabilities 
and the countries that 
operate C-130 J 

Source: 
Lockheedmartin.com 


Pic. below: C-130 
Source: 
Lockheedmartin.com 
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Ріс. above: U.S Air Force 
C-130J 
Source: wikipedia.org 


Pic. below: C-130 J, wheels 
Source: lockheedmartin.com 


The aircraft is the first of five Super 
Hercules the Defense Ministrv ordered 
last vear from the US aerospace 
and defense giant, with each of the 
remaining aircraft to arrive in June, July, 
and October this year and next January. 


Indonesia's current Hercules fleet 
consists of about a dozen "B" and "H" 
variants of the C-130 aircraft, the oldest 
of which date back to the early 1960s. 
The Air Force currently operates about 
a dozen С-ІЗОВ, С-ІЗОН, апа civilian- 
standard L-100 aircraft. These include 
nine refurbished C-130Hs transferred 
from Australia after the latter retired its 
fleet in favor of the С-1502 in 2012. 


Lockheed has included Indonesia 
on its list of C-130J operators, with a 
September 2021 version of the aircraft 
type's fact sheet stating the country has 
the stretched C-130J-30 version on order. 


C-130s have distinguished themselves 
in supporting disaster relief efforts in 
Indonesia over the years, including 
supporting efforts to combat the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic Бу 
delivering vaccines and medical 
equipment throughout the country, 
which is made up of more than 17,000 
islands. 


Indonesia is also regularly affected by 
natural disasters such as earthquakes, 
volcanic eruptions, and flooding. 
Together with the remote nature of 
many of its islands, an airlift capability 
is vital to Indonesia's military quickly 
accessing the country's territory. 


The Future of Tactical Airlifters 


The latest C-150J carries this tradition 
onwards, offering mission versatility 
that has been seen in aircraft that 
have gone before it and those on offer 
now, according to Rhodes, such as the 
С-1502-50 combat delivery aircraft, the 
KC-130J tactical tanker, the US Coast 
Guard HC-150J search and rescue 
platform, the US Air Force's НС-1502, 
used for search and rescue as well as 
tanking, the MC-130J used for special 
operations and tanking, and the LM-100J 
commercial Super Hercules. 


Whilst militarv interest in aircraft is 
first documented as far back as 1908, it 
wasn't until the Second World War that 
the ability to move substantial numbers 
of troops or cargo at once was shown to 
be tactically critical. 


As that conflict progressed, armed 
forces looked to utilize large commercial 
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aircraft in the absence of anv true 
airlifter. Although they had their 
limitations - some quite significant — 
they proved their worthiness, hence the 
tender by the US just a few years later. 
Strategists had determined what they 
thought worked, what didn't and how 
that could be addressed. 


Today's airlifter is nothing like those 
of yesteryear and pilots of those times 
would be in awe of modern capabilities 
we now have. Between Lockheed Martin, 
Boeing, Kawasaki, Airbus and other 
Russian and Chinese developers, the 
future of the airlifter is unquestionably 
secure, undoubtedly innovative, and 
ultimately critical as the practicalities 
of warfare continue to evolve. Events of 
recent months have shown that wars will 
continue to be fought in the real world. 


Super Hercules Advantages 


The C-130J Super Hercules provides 
significant performance improvements 
and added operational capabilities that 
translate directly into increased ground 
and air combat effectiveness. Some of 
these attributes include the ability to: 


Operate out of 2,000 ft. long dirt strips 
in high mountain ranges. 
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Carry tons of supplies more than 3,000 
miles and deliver “the last mile” to 
remote operating bases, keeping trucks 
off dangerous highways. 


Perform in-flight refueling, ground 
fueling, weather reconnaissance, 
electronic warfare, medical evacuation, 
search, and rescue, paradrop, maritime 
mission, special operations, and many 
other missions. 


Generate much greater operational 
efficiencies. The C-130J outperforms 
older C-130s in combat operations by 
at least а2Л margin. 


Operate with only two pilots and one 
loadmaster for most missions, exposing 
fewer flight crew members to potential 
combat threats. 


Demonstrate reliability that far exceeds 
most other military aircraft with average 
mission capable rates routinely in the 
80-to-90% range.*** 


Yonarisman Muhammad Akbar 
Lecturer in Communication Science, 
Universitas Terbuka 


Gbr. kiri: C130 TNI-AU 
Source: 
kemlu.go.id 


Gbr. kanan atas: Pesawat 
Hercules TNI-AU C-130H 
nomor A-1337 

Source: 

tni-au.mil.id 


Gbr. kanan bawah: 
Pesawat Hercules 
Lockheed C-130H-30 
Hercules milik TNI-AU 
dengan nomor registrasi 
A-1317 mendarat di 
Bandara Internasional 
Adisucipto Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia 

Source: 

wikimedia.org 
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C-130J Super Hercu 


One Aircraft; Many Missions 
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C-130J Specificati 


II2 ft 9 in/34.37 m 
38 ft 10 in/1184 m 
132 ft 7 in/40.41 m 


6-blade propellers, all composite 
46,700 Ib/21183 kg 
88,252 Ib/40,030 kg 
Zero fuel weight 129,000 1b/58,513 kg 


Data by: Yonarisman Muhammad Akbar, Lecturer in Communication Science, Universitas Terbuka - Design by: Ahbab Abe - Armory Reborn.com 
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